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Self  -  Murther  the  of 

Cowardice  and  Atheifm, 


I S  obvious,  but  melancholy  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  there  are  more  frequent 
Inftances  of  Self-Murtber  and  Du¬ 
elling  among  Modern  Chriftians, 
than  are  to  be  found  among  the 

_  Antient  Heathens  j  more  in  this 

Proteftant  Kingdom  than  in  any  other  Part  of 
Chriftendom'  befide  ;  and  more  again,  within  thefe 
few  Years  laft  paft,  than  ever  were  known  be¬ 
fore.  And  furely,  it  can’t  but  affe<5t  every  ferious 
and  fenfible  Perfon,  that  has  any  Tendernefs  of 
Nature,  any  Bowels  of  Compaflion  for  his  Fellow'- 
Creatures,  his  Fellow-Subjedb,  his  Fellow-Chrifti- 
ans,  to  lee  fo  many  precious  Lives  thrown  away, 
and  made  a  Sacrifice  to  Ibme  of  the  meaneft  Vices 
and  Paflions  that  belong  to  Human  Nature,  viz.  the 
Rage  of  Relentment,  a  cloudy  Dilcontent,  and  a 
profane  Tempting  and  Diftrufting  of  Providence. 

A  2  To 


4  Self-Murther  the  EffeSi 

To  enquire  into  all  the  particular  Caufesof  thele 
growing  Enormities,  would  not  be  conhftent  with 
my  intended  Brevity  :  To  pals  by  any  material 
one  without  Animadverfion,  may  be  of*  Ibme  dis¬ 
advantage  to  my  general  Defign,  viz.  of  Inodia- 
ting  and  Difcountenancing,  as  far  as  a  mean  Pam¬ 
phlet  is  capable  of  doing,  thefe  vile  and  abominable 
Praitices,  that  ought  not  lb  much  as  to  be  nam'^d 
or  heard  of  among  Chriftians.  I  lhall  therefore,by 
way  of  Introdudtion,  make  a  few  curlbry  Remarks 
on  Ibme  of  the  more  remote  and  diftant  Caules  of 
thele  great  Evils,  and  then  proceed  to  the  Two 
Principal  Ones,  that  may  be  reckon^'d  the  next  and 
immediate  Parents  of  them.  And, 

Firji^  With  relpedf  to  Self-Murther^  a  general 
pinion  has  of  late  Years  much  obtain^'d,  that  who¬ 
ever  is  guilty  of  this  Fact,  mull  of  courfe  be  Lu- 
natick,  or  Non-compos^  fince  no  Alan  in  his  right 
Senfes,  (as  Ibme  affirm)  can  ever  be  Suppos’d  wil¬ 
ling,  or  capable  of  laying  violent  Hands  upon  him- 
ftlf:  And  all  Juries  now-a-days  are  govern’d  in 
a  manner,  by  this  erroneous  and  ill-grounded  Sup- 
pofition,  and  bring  in  their  Verdid:  accordingly, 
whether  any  previous  Symptoms  of  Lunacy  or 
Diftradion  were  ever  dilcover’d  upon  the  Perlbn 
or  not.  I  don’t  deny,  but  that  if  a  Alan  had  been 
known  to  be  diftraded,  or  out  of  his  Senles  but 
once  in  his  whole  Life,  ’tis  foundation  enough  for 
a  charitable  or  favourable  Verdid.  Not  but  that 
the  Perlbn  who  kills  himfolf  when  Non-co7npos may 
be  guilty  before  God,  of  wilful  Murther.  We  com¬ 
monly  fay,  and  very  truly,  that  the  Caufe  of  the 
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Caufe,  is  the  Caufe  of  the  EfFeft,  or  thing  caus’d. 
We  are  anlwerable  for  the  Effefts,  when  we  are 
the  Authors  of  the  Caufe  of  them.  And  therefore 
if  a  high  Difcontent  at  the  Ways  of  Providence 
fhall  at  length  deprive  a  Man  (which  is  no  unufual 
thing)  of  the  right  ufe  of  his  Senfes  and  Realbn, 
and  if  in  this  State  of  mental  Incapacity  he  de- 
ftroys  himfelf,  he  is  accountable  before  God  as  well 
for  the  Effed;  as  for  the  Caufe  However,  we 
are  ftill  to  obferve,  that  a  Jury  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Caufes  or  Grounds  of  Lunacy  (which  are 
generally  unknown  to  Men.)  ’Tis  fufficient  to  ac¬ 
quit  them  to  God  and  the  World,  if  the  Perfbn 
they  bring  in  Lunatick,  appears  to  have  been  fb 
any  time  before.  But  then,  to  fuppofe,  as  is  the 
prelent  Cafe,  that  all  Self-Murther  is  the  Effed  of 
Lunacy  or  Diftradion,  is  to  fuperfede  the  Defign 
and  Neceffity  of  Juries  on  this  occafion,  and  to 
impeach  the  Wifdom  of  former  Parliaments,  and 
of  the  prefent  iikewife,  who  have  left  the  old  Laws 
in  relation  to  Self  -  Murther  unrepeaPd.  And 
tho’  thefe  are  now  grown  Obfolete  with  many,  and 
are  utterly  difregarded  ,  yet  they  are  certainly  very 
;  wholfome,  merciful  and  prudent  Laws,  defign’d  to 
I  brand  the  Memory  of  the  SelfeMurtherer,  to  fix  a 
!  Mark  of  Infamy  upon  him,  and  entail  that  Part  of 


^  ~oery  feldom  known  J  believe^that  Psrfons  in  a  feverijh 

Delirium,  or  under  a  real  Dljlraclion^  {as  thofe  in  Bethleheni- 
Hofpital)  make  any  Attempt  to  dejlroy  thernfelnjes  :  And  why 
Lunacy  (if  that  were  the  only  Gaft)  jhould  not  produce  the  fa?ne 
fatal  Effech  in  Thefe,  as  dis  fuppofed  to  do  in  Self^Murtherers ^  is 
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tjie  Punilhment,  which  he  hath  put  himfelf  out  of 
the  reach  of,  upon  his  unhappy  Pofterity,  in  order 
to  deter  others  from  the  like  inhuman  and  detefta- 
ble  Practices.  But  to  what  purpofe  is  all  this,  if 
there  can  be  no  Crime  in  Self“i*^UTth^T^  as  the  pre* 
fent  general  Suppofition  feems  to  imply  ?  Certainly, 
if  this  Age  may  be  charg’d  with  Excefs  of  Chan¬ 
ty  in  any  one  Inftance,  it  muft  be  in  this :  I  call 
it  an  Excefs,  or  Abufe  of  Charity ;  becaufe  from 
a  dangerous  Miftake,  and  effeminate  Weaknels,  it 
tends  not  to  lave,  but  to  deftroy  Mens  Lives. 
For  I  appeal  to  all  Mankind,  whether  when  the 
Laws  in  this  Cafe  were  fometimes  put  in  Executi¬ 
on,  there  were  not  abundantly  fewer  Examples  of 
this  kind,  than  there  are  at  prefent. 

But  zdly.  The  too  common  Inftances  of  Sui¬ 
cide  now-a-days  may  perhaps  more  juftly  be  charg’d 
upon  the  late  fatal  Execution  of  the  S.  S.  Scheme, 
which  has  reduc’d  fo  many  from  a  State  of  Afflu¬ 
ence,  to  a  State  of  Penury.  And  indeed,  ’tis  ve¬ 
ry  remarkable,  that  the  Inftances  of  Suicide  are 
fince  that  time  wonderfully  increas  d  upon  us.  In 
confirmation  of  this  mournful  Remark,  thofe  who 
have  better  Opportunity  than  I  have,  may,  from 
the  Bills  of  Mortality  before  and  fince  the  S.  S. 
Scheme,  eafily  calculate  the  Difference  in  this  re- 
fpeft.  I  lhall  only  here,  for  a  Specimen,  take  no¬ 
tice  of  the  only  two  Years  that  are  yet  come  to 
my  knowledge.  Now,  the  Account  (as  I  have  it) 
from  Dec.  lo,  1723,  to  Dec.  15,  17^4?  with  lela- 

tion  to  the  matter  in  hand,  Hands  thus : - Made 

away  with  tbemfelves  38,  Droivn’d  83,  Found  dead 

15. 
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1$,  In  the  General  Bill  of  Mortality,  from  Dec. 
1724,  to  Dec.  1725,  we  are  told,  that  59  made 
away  with  themfelves,  that  74  were  drown’d,  and 
that  4'3  were  found  dead.  How  many  under  the 
two  laft  Articles  of  leach  Year,  were  acceflbry  to 
their  own  Death,  is  not  to  be  determin’d  ^  but  that 
feme,  at  leaft,  under  each,  were  of  that  Number, 
is  Icarce  to  be  doubted.  However,  fhould  we  ftrike 
thefe  two  laft  quite  out  of  the  Lift,  either  of  the 
feparate  foregoing  Numbers  will,  I  believe,  be 
found  greatly  to  exceed  any  Number  of  Self* 
Murtherers  that  has  ever  happen’d  in  any  one 
Year  before  the  ever-memorable  1720. 

^‘hirdly.y  Thofe  Authors  who  have  wrote  either 
diredlly  or  indirecftly  in  favour  of  Self^Murther^ 
have  (as  ’tis  to  be  fear’d)  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  Frequency  of  this  horrid  Fadt.  Among  the 
I  latter,  I  amfbrry  that  I’m  oblig’d  to  place  the  inge¬ 
nious  Author  of  the  celebrated  Play  call’d  Cato  5 
I  who  makes  his  Hero  Ipeak  thus  temptingly  and 
I  unconcernedly  of  Self-Deftru6fion^  and  thus  preliim- 
ptuoufly  of  its  fatal  Confequences. 

Lu.  Cato,  V/i  time  thou  fave  thy  felf  and  us. 
Cato-  Lofe  not  a  dC bought  on  me.  I’m  out  of  dan¬ 
ger. 

Heav’n  will  not  leave  me  in  the  ViSlor  s  Hand. 

Caefar  Jhalhiever  fay^  I  conquer  d  Cdito, 

f 

ihe  Conqueror  draws  near.  Once  morcy  Tarewel ! 

If  eer  we  meet  hereafter y  we  Jhall  meet 
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In  happier  Climes,  and  on  a  fafer  Shore, 

IVhere  Csefar  never  jhall  approaeh  us  more. 

Such  fine  Touches  as  thefe  coming  from  fo  cele¬ 
brated  a  Pen,  at  once  ravilh  the  Fancy,  fteal  away 
the  Judgment,  and  take  off  all  Horror  of  the 
ghaflly  Fad  ;  and  from  being  fo  pleafing  in  the 
Theory,  come  at  laft,  under  fome  trying  Exigen¬ 
cy,  to  gain  the  Affent  of  the  Will,  and  to  lead 
Men  infenfibly  into  Pradice.  So  dangerous  is  it 
to  fpeak  plaufibly  of  any  Vice,  to  difguife  the  O- 
dioufnefs  of  any  foul  Enormity,  and  by  Painting 
and  falfe  Poetry  to  make  it  appear  lovely  and 
defirable.’  But  that  I  may  not  be  thought 

too  rafh  in  my  Cenfure,  or  too  fevere  upon 
the  Author,  let  the  Reader  only  perufe  the  com¬ 
mendatory  Poems  before  the  Play,  and  fee  there 
how  fome  of  the  Poet’s  Friends  and  Admirers  have 
enlarg’d  and  improv’d  upon  him  in  this  Particular, 
and  not  blufli’d  to  fingle  out  for  their  higheft  En¬ 
comium,  what,  in  the  Judgment  of  all  wife  and 
good  Men,  muft  appear  to  be  the  greateft  Blemilh 
Tn  the  Condud  and  Charader  of  that  illuftrious 
Heathen.  But  perhaps,  thele,  as  well  as  the  Au¬ 
thor,  have  fuffer’d  their  better  Judgment  to  be 
led  afide,  by  their  too  great  and  implicit  Vene¬ 
ration  for  Claffical  Writers,  thofe  blind  Guides  in 
moral  Duties,  that  often  run  counter  (as  they  evi¬ 
dently  do  in  the  prefent  Cafe)  to  the  Didates  of 
Natural  as  well  as  Reveal’d  Religio; ,  The  Lyric 
Poet  (but  we  muft  make  allow,  aice  for  Poetical 

Flights)  reprefents  Cato  as  the  moft  invincible  Hero 
°  upon 
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upon  Earth  ,  becaule  he  would  not  fiiffer  any  to 
conquer  him  — —  but  himfelf  Florus^  the  Latin 
Hiftorian  endeavours,  with  great  Simplicity,  to 
fet  forth  Cato^s]  Suicide  as  a  very  wife  and  worthy 
A<ftion  f.  Valethis  Maximus  ipeaks  likewife  on 
this  occafion,  in  the  ufiial  Strain  of  the  Times  i  ^ 
but  hisfeemingly  elegant  Turn  of  Words  will  not: 
atone  for  his  manifeft  Deficiency  in  Truth  and 
Senfe  i  unlefe  it  muft  pafs  for  a  Rule,  that  no  Man 
ought  to  live,  or  can  at  leaft  live  with  Dignity^ 
under  the  Government  of  a  proiperous  Ufurper. 
The  Heathen  Moralift,  in  his  Treatife  of  Morality 
feems  willing  too  to  give  into  the  general  Commen¬ 
dation  of  this  miftaken  Great  Man,  as  judging  it 
more  eligible  (or  Cat  a  to  kill  himfelf  than  to  be¬ 
hold  the^  Face  of  his  Conqueror  [|.  But  the  rea* 
Ions  he  gives  for  his  partial  Opinion,  are  too 
‘  weak  and  trifling  to  dcfervc  an  Anfwer  ’Tis  no 


I  wonder^  indeed,  that  thofe  who  knew  no  better. 


Et  cunSia  terrarum  fubafta,  preeter  atrocem  animunt 
Catonis,  Uor.  L%  z.  OL  i. 


t  Cato  ^  non  interfuit  bello  — -  fed  accepta  partinm 
clade,  nihil  cun0:atus,  ut  fapiente  dignum  erat,  mortem  e*- 
tiamlaetus  accivlt.  L.  Flor,  L  4. 

:(  Tui  quoque  clariflimi  exceffus,  Cato,  Utica  mnnti- 
mentum  eft,  in  qua  ex  fortlflimis  vulneribus  tuis  plus 
glori®  quam  fanguinis  manavit.  Siquidem  conftantifiimb 
in  giadium  incumbendo,  magnum  hominibus  document 
turn  dedifti,  quanto  potior  efle  debeat  probis  Dignitas 
fine  Vita,  qiiam  Vita  fino  Dignitate.  Vdler.Mai^.  1.  3.  de 

Fortitud. 

[j  Moribundur  potius,  quam  tyranni  Vultus  adfpiclendus 
fuit.  Cic,  de  Offic  i . 

5  Cajteris  forfita  dtio  datum  eftet,  fi  fe  Interemiftentj 
proptereaquod  eoruu.  vita  lenior,  &  mores  fiierant  facilU 

ores  \ 
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applauded  and  extoli’d  fuch  an  Aaion.  For  ’twas 
a  rettled  Principle  with  them,  that  tis  not  only 
lawful*  but  even  requifite,  on  fome  Occafions,  for 
a  Man  to  difpatch  himfelf  *.  And  this  we  find  a 
prevailing  Notion  aniong  the  even  m 

the  Days  of  the  Younger  Pliny  who  bewailing 
his  own  Lofs,  occafion’d  by  the  voluntary  Death 
of  his  Friend  Corellmsyi^  fo  far,  however,  from 
apologizing  for  the  untimely  Exit,  thaf  he  makes 
no  fcrUple  to  aflert  that  his  Friend  was  adted  by 
the  higheft  Reafon  in  what  he  did  f  :  And  yet  this 
higheft  Reafon  of  his  was  no  other  than  a  long 
Conflid  with  the  ParoXyfms  of  the  Gout'  I  which, 
it  feems,  he  was  refolv’d  to  bear  no  longer.  An4 
truly  if  we  examine  alffhe  Heathen  Examples  of 
Suicide,  we  lhall  find,  that  moft  of  them  were  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  wretched  Impatience,  or  foilen  Difoon- 
tent.  Even  the  celebrated  Death  of  the  grave 
Ccito  may  poffibly  appear  at  laft,  to  have  proceeded 
from  no  higher,  or  better  Principle.  For  after  all 
that  Ancients  and  Moderns  have  faid  of  this  Cafe, 


ores  •  Catoni  autem  cum  incredlbilem  tribuilTet  natura 

eravitatem,  &c.  —  ^nd  therefore  hecaufe  he  n>as  an  old  and 
grave  Man,  ^tveas  unbecoming  his  Jge  and  Gravity  to  live  under 
a  young  Conqueror. 

Atquehsec  differentia  naturarum  tantam  habet  vlm,uc 
jionnunqnam  mortem  fibi  ipfe  conrdreere  alius  debeatj  a** 
Hus  in  eadem  caus^  non  debeat.  Cic.  in  loc.fup,  cit.^ 

t  Corellium  quidem  fumma  ratio,  quse  faplentlbus  pro 
neceffitate  eft,  ad  hoc  conftlium  compulit,  Plin,  Epd.u  £p.i2. 
t  Tam  longa,  tarn  iniqua  valetudine  (videlicet  pedum 
•  dolore)  confliaabatur,  ut  — —  pretia  vivendi  mortis  rati- 
onibus  vincerentur. 
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I  would  only  ask,  what  there  was  in  the  voluntary 
Death  of  this  admir’d  R  omqn^  that  can,  upon  a 
clofer  and  cooler  Review  of  things,  be  thought 
worthy  of  the  leaft  Commendation  ?  '‘Tis  not  ve¬ 
ry  eafie,  I  believe,  to  dilcover  any  one  commen¬ 
dable  Motive,  any  one  generous  Principle,  that 
might  prompt  him  to  this  unnatural  Adt.  Was  it 
the  Love  of  his  Country,  that  then  glow’d  in  his 
Breaft  ?  Why  then  did  he  not  refolve  to  live,  that 
he  might  fiipport  or  fall  with  it  j  that  he  might  ei¬ 
ther  labour  to  prevent,  or  take  his  fhare  in  the 
impending  Calamities ,  that  by  his  wife  and  bold 
Counfels  he  might  either  reform  and  dilarm  the 
Conqueror,  or  perilh  nobly;  in  the  Attempt  ?  This 
had  been  Brave  and  Generous  :  But  to  fhrink  at 
the  Approach  of  Danger,  to  retreat  in  a  Pet,  to 
quit  his  Poll,  when  there  was  moft  need  of  his 
Prelence,  ipeak  neither  the  Patriot,  the  Philolb- 
pher,  nor  the  Hero.  ’Twas  impoflible,  indeed,  for 
him  to  forefee  of  what  fignal  fervice  the  fmall  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  time  might  have  been  at  that  nice 
critical  Jundture  :  But  ’twas  eafie  and  natural  to 
luppofe,  that  greater  Advantage  muft  have  accru’d 
to  hi^  Countrymen,  greater  Credit  to  their  finking 
Caufe,  and  greater  Glory  to  himfelf,  by  his  conti¬ 
nuance  in  Life,  than  by  fuch  a  hafty  and  precipi- 
pitate  Death.  Befides,  he  could  not  be  ignorant 
of  the  common  Viciffitude  of  human  Affairs,  of 
the  Superintendency  of  a  general  and  particular 
Providence  in  all  remarkable  Revolutions  of  State, 
and  confequently,  that  ’tit^oint  of  Prudence  as 
well  as  of  Piety,  for  Men  to  fubmit  their^  Wills  to 

B  2  .  the 
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the  Sovereign  Will  of  the  great  Governour  of  the 
Univerfe.  On  the  contrary,  if  Men  were  obligM 
upon  every  turn  of  adverfe  Fortune,  inftead  of  a 
refblute  Oppofition,  or  immovable  Conftancy  in  the 
worft  of  Times,  to  get  out  of  the  way  as  faft  as  they 
could,  by  a  ludden  and  voluntary  Death,  the  World 
by  this  time  muft  have  been,  in  a  manner,  depopu¬ 
lated,  and  the  Race  of  Mankind  extind.  Nay, 
farther,  had  Cato  thought  it  inglorious  to  live  un¬ 
der  the  vid:orious  Arms  of  Ccjefar^  why  did  he  ad- 
vife  his  Friends  and  his  Son  to  iue  for  his  Favour 
and  Protedtion  ?  How  inconfiftent  is  this  Advice 
with  his  own  delperate  Purpofe  ?  How  flatly  do 
his  Words  contradid:  his  Actions  ^  ?  What  then 
could  move  him  to  ad:  as  he  did,  but  Pride, 
or  Shame,  or  Envy,  or  Impatience  ?  Some 

-  -  .  II  ■  I  -  - , - 1 - 1 - 

*  De  cujus  (viz.  CatonisI)  fa£to  quid  potiffimum  dicam, 
nlfi  quod  amici  ejus  dofti  quidem  viri,  qui  hoc  fieri  pru- 
dentius  difliiadehantj  imbecillioris  quam  fortloris  animi 
facinus  elTe  ceniaeruut :  quo  demonilrarenii'  non  honeftas 
turpia  prsecavens,  fed  infirmitas  adv’'erfa  non  fuilinens. 
Hoc  &  iple  Cato  in  fuo  chariffimo  fiiio  judicavic.  Nam  fi 
turpe  erat  fub  vidoria  Caefaris  vivere,  cur  autor  hujus 
turpitudinis  pater  iilio  £uit,  quern  de  Caefaris  benignitate 
omnia  fperare  praecepit  ?  Cur  non  &  ilium  lecum  coegit 
ad  mortem  ?  Nam  li  eum  filium  qui  contra  imperiurn  in 
hoftem  pugnaverat  etiam  vidorem,  laudahiliter  Torquatys 
occldit,  cur  vidus  vido  dllo  peperclt  Cato  qui  non  pepercic 
fibi  ?  An  turpius  erat  contra  imperiurn  efie  vidorem,quan,i 
contra  decus  ferre  vldoiem  ?  Nuilomodo  igltur  Cato  turpe 
effe  judlcavitfub  vidore  Ciefare  vivere, alioquin  ab  hac  tur- 
picudine  paterno* *  ferro  fiiium  iiberaret.  C^uid  eft  ergo, 
nifi  quod  ftlium  quantum  amavit,  cui  parci  a  Csfare  & 
fperavit  d  voluit,  tantum  gloria;  ipfius  Cseiaris,  ne  ab  illo 
etiam  fibl  parceretur,  ut  ipfe  Csfar  dixiife  fertur,  invidit; 
aut  ut  allquid  nos  mitius  dicamus,  erubuit  ?  de  Qiv* 

DA)  4  I.  r.  23, 
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or  all  of  thefe  together,  muft  have  had  an  Influ- 
cnee  in  the  fonning  his  Defign.  And.  are  thefc 
commendable  Motives  for  a  Man  to  ad  upon  in 
fo  momentous  a  Point  ?  Are  thefe  fit  Difpofitions 
of  Soul  for  a  Man  to  make  his  Exit  in,  to  take 
his  leave  of  this  World,  and  feek  for  a  better  ? 
Thole  who  ftill  pay  fuch  a  mighty  regard  to  the 
Memory  of  this  renown'd  Komait^  fhould  always 
take  care  to  caft  a  Veil  of  Silence  and  Forgetful- 
nefs  over  this  dark  and  laft  Scene  of  his  Life,  and 
not  vainly  think  of  dignifying  and  diftinguifhing 
the  Man  by  that  which  only  tends  to  rob  him  of 
all  his  Glory.  In  fhort,  if  thole  who  would  ftill 
pafs  for  Chriftians,  muft  have  Heathenifh  Prece¬ 
dents  to  commend  and  copy  after,  let  them  take  a 
Kegulus^  and  not  a  Cato  for  their  Pattern :  Let 
them  learn  to  fuffer,  before  they  think  themlelves 
fit  to  die,  In  order  to  frame  a  right  Notion  of  the 
vaft  Difference  in  point  of  Courage,  between  thelc 
Two  yet  equally  admir’d  Romans^  the  following 
brief  Comparifon  between  them  may  not  be  unler- 
viceable. 

Regulus  had  a  Soul  prepar’d  to  abide  the  utmoft 
Extremity  of  Torment,  rather  than  betray  his 
Country,  or  throw  away  his  Life.  Cato  proudly 
fcorning  to  owe  his  Life  to  the  Clemency  of  his 
Conqueror,  could  not  bear  the  Thoughts  of  out¬ 
living  the  trifling  common  Shame  of  being  con^ 
quer’d.  Both  profefs’d,  no  doubt,  a  mighty  Zeal 
and  Love  for  their  Country  ^  but  botlx  can’t  ob¬ 
tain  the  like  Belief.  The  Profelfion  of  the  one 
was  manifeftly  fincere,  and  confirm’d  by  the  moft 

de- 
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demonftrative  Proofs ;  but  the  other’s  remains  ftill 
in  Darknefi  and  Obfcurity.  Nay,  ’tis  but  too  vifi- 
ble  that  Cato  ftudy  d  nothing  more,  than  to  avoid 
a  little  imaginary  Difgrace,  not  carirg  what  became 
afterwards  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  while  Regulus 
whoHy  difregarding  and  forgetful  of  himfelf,  con- 
fulted  only  the  publick  Intereft  and  Honour.  If 
private  Pains  and  Penalties,  if  perfonal  Igno¬ 
miny  and  Difgrace,  had  been  the  only  things  in 
View,  Regulus  might  have  avoided  thefe  by  a  vo¬ 
luntary  Death,  as  well  as  Cato :  But  he  abhorr  d  the 
Thought,  and  bravely  chofe  to  fuffer  a  thouiand 
bitter  Deaths  from  the  Hands  of  his  Enemies,  than 
to  bring  a  fcandalous  one  upon  himfelf.  The  one 
may  be  faid  to  have  prefer’d  Liberty  to  Life  ;  the 
other  devoted  both  Life  and  Liberty  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  Good.  Regulus,  ’tis  true,  had  bound  himfelf 
by  a  folemn  Promife  and  Oath  to  return  to  his 
Captivity,  if  the  EmbaflTy  he  was  fent  upon  prov  d 
unfuccefsful ;  that  is,  if  he  could  not  procure  of 
the  Roman  Senate  an  Exchange  of  Prilbners,  or  a 
Reftitution  of  the  Carthaginian  Captives :  But  then 
he  was  not  oblig’d  by  Oath  or  Promife  (and  ’twas 
contrary  to  the  Principle  of  Self-Prefervadon)  to 
difluade  the  Senate  from  confenting  to  this  thing, 
even  in  the  Audience  of  the  two  Carthaginian  Le¬ 
gates,  that  attended  them.  And  ’twas  his  Argu¬ 
ments  alone  prevail’d  in  this  cafe  *.  So  that  in 

every 

■  P  . . .  V 

^  Regulus  mlflTus  a  Carthaglmenfibus  ad  Senatum,  ut  de 
pace,  fi  earn  non  poffet  irape.trare,  de  Capnvis  eom- 
mutandis  agerec  ;  jurejurando  aftridus  efl  redituium  e 
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every  Step  of  his  wonderful  Proceeding  he  difco- 
ver’d  the  Patriot  and  the  Hero,  Ihewing  no  other 
Concern  for  himfelf^  than  only  to  make  his  Life, 
his  Sufferings  and  his  Death '  as  ferviceable  as  polH- 
ble,  to  the  Roman  State.  Put  in  Cato’s  laft  Con- 
dud  there’s  evidently  more  of  the  Selfifli,  than 
the  Publick  Spirit  j  more  Concern  for  his  own,  than 
Kis  Country’s  Honour  j  all  his  Aim  being  to  fly 
the  Face  of  the  Conqueror,  and  to  rob  Cxfar  ot 
the  Glory  of  l^aring  and  faring  Cato  *.  Lafily^ 
Cai^i  untimely  End  \^as  neither  by  Delign,  nctf  in 
the  Event  of  any  the  leaft  Service  to  the  Roman 
CAufe,  as  neither  flopping  the  vidorious  Arms  of 
Cxfar,  nor  preventing  the  Change  of  Government 
that  was  then  meditated,  and  afterwards  effeded» 
Bdt  the  heroic  and  honourable  Death  of  Regulm 
^ov’d  of  confiderable  Advantage  to  the  Roman 
Aims,  as,  infpiring  thofe  brave  Spirits  with  a  noble 
Refentmeni,  and  furring  them  on  to  mote  glo- 
rioiis_  Atchievements  againfl  their  old  inveterate 
Eflemies,  againfl  whom*  they  now  fought,  as  the 
Hiftorian  obferves  t,  with  greater  Ardor  and  Ala- 


Carthaginem,  fi  commutari  Captives  nen  placuIfTet :  ir- 
trumque  negandi  auftor  Senatui  fuit :  &  quum  fide  cu- 
ftodita  reverfus  eflet,  fupplicio  a  Carthaginienfibus  de 
CO  fumpto,  periir.  Liv.U  j8. 

♦  Nota  eft  ilia  Caefarls  vox  ad  nunclum  mortis  Catonis  • 
Invideo ^  Qato,  ghrU  tua,  nam  &  tii  invidlfli  meds^  ne  inter 
cetera  mea  pra  dare  facia  miner  aretur  &  Hlad^  me  Catonem  fv  ^ 
vajfe. 

t  Populus  Romanus  multo  acrior  infeftiorque  pro  ultio* 
lie  Reguli,  quam  pro  vi^tori^  fuit.  Fhr.  /.  2. 

crity^ 
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crity,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  Vidory,  as  ta 
obtain  a  complete  Revenge  for  the  inhuman  Death 
of  their  late  illuftrious  Conful,  Accordingly^, ’tis» 
remark’d,  that  foon  after  to  gave  the  Car-- 
Forces  a  lignal  Defeat.  Upon  the  whole 
then,  tho’  in  his  Ipeaks  fbmewhat  fe-* 

yourably  of  the  unjuftifiable  Death  of  Qdto^  accor-* 
ding  to  the  Principles,  and  Pradices  of  thofe 

times  3  y^ithditB^egulus  (whole  Cafe  he  has  more 
critically  examin’d  and  difeufs  d}  ffcands  higheft  in 
his  Opinion  and  Efteem,  is  pretty  clear  from  thefe 
Words,  ex  piuUis  mirahilihus  exemplisy  haui 

facile  quis  dixerit  hoc  exemplo  (viz.  Reguli)  aut  lau- 
dahilius,  aut  pracftantius  And  were  a  Tragedy 
form’d  upon  the  Plan  of  l^egulus  s  Condud  and. 
invincible  Conftahcy,  he  would  make  a  much  more 
famous  Figure,  than  ever  Cato  did,  either  in  the 
Roman  Annals,‘  or  on  the  Britijh  Stage.  To  re¬ 
form  the  BTttiJh  Uafte  in  this  reiped,  and  to 
prompt  Ibme  generous  Poet  to  the  Attempt,  I 
fliall  throw  into  the  Margin  the  ingenious  and  ju¬ 
dicious  Refledions  of  St.  Auf  tn  on  this  Subjed 


*  Cic.  de  Ofjic,  l.  3. 

^  Nolunt  autem  ifti  contra  quos  agimus,  ut  fantorn 
virum  Job,  qui  tarn  horrenda  mala  in  fua  carne  perpeti 
maluit,  quam  illata  fibi  morte  omnibus  carere  cruciatlbus  ; 
vel  alios  fanaos  ex  noftris  literis  fumma  autorirate  celfiUi- 
mis  fideque  digniflimos,  qui  captivitatem  dominationem- 
que  hoftium  ferre  quam  fibi  necem  inferre  maluerunt,  Ca- 
toni  prseferamus  :  fed  ex  literis  eorundem,  illum^  Marco 
Catoni  Marcum  Regulum  prjeferamus.  ^  Cato  emm  nun- 
quam  Caefarem  vicerat,  cui  vid;us  dedignatus  ell  fubjici, 
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'thirdly ^  Whatever  may  be  faid  in  excufe  or  a- 
batement  of  a  Poet’s  talking  fbmewhat  magnifi¬ 
cently  of  the  imaginary. -Valour  and  Felicity  of  the 
Self-deftroyer^  there  is  another  Author  %  that  has 
taken  upon  him  direftly  to  argue  the  Cafbj  to  plead 
powerfully  for  the  Couragioufhefs  of  the  Fad:,  and 
has  us’d  his  utmoft  Efforts  to  vindicate  it  from  the 


&  ne  fubjlceretur  a  felpfo  elegit  occldi,  Regultis  auteni 
Pcenos  jam  vlcerar,  imperioque  Romano  Romanus  Impe* 
rator,  non  ex  civibus  dolendam,  fed  ex  hoiUbus  laudan- 
dam  viftoriam  reportaverac  :  ab  els  tamen  poftea  viftus, 
main  it  eos  ferre  ferviendo,  quam  eis  auferre  moriendo* 
Proinde  fervavit  &  fub  Carthaginienfium  domlnatlone  pa- 
tentiam,  Sc  in  Romanorum  dileStione  conftantiam  :  nec  vi- 
Slum^  auferens  corpus  ab  hoftibus,  nec  inviftum  animuin 
a  civibus.  Nec  quod  fe  occidere  noluit  vitce  hujus  amore 
fecit.  Hoc  probavit,  cum  causa  promiffi  jurifque  jurandi 
ad  eofdem  hoftes,  quos  gravius  in  fenatu  verbis,  quam  in 
bello  armis  ofFenderat,  fine  ulla  dubitatione  remeavit. 
Tantus  itaque  vltse  hujus  contemptor,  cum  fsevientibus  ho- 
ftibus,  per  quaflibet  pcenas  earn  finire,  quam  fe  ipfe  peri- 
jnere  maliiit,  magnum  fcelus  eflefi  fe  homo  interimat,  pro- 
culdubio  judicayit.  Inter  fuos  omnes  laudabiles  Sc  virtu- 
tum  infignibus  illuRres  viros  non  proferunt  Romani  meli- 
orem,  quern  neque  felicitas  corruperit  :  nam  in  tanta  vic¬ 
toria  pauperrimus  permanfit,  nec  infellcitas  fregerit  :  nam 
ad  tanta  exilia  revertitur  intrepidus.  Porro  fi  fortifiimi  Sc 
praclaridimi  viri  terrene  patrise  defenfores,  deorumque  li¬ 
cet  falforum,  non  tamen  fallaces  cultores^  fed  veracifllmi 
etiam  juratores,  qui  hoftes  viftos  more  ac  jure  belli  ferire 
pocuerunt :  hi  ab  hoftibus  viSti  feipfos  ferire  noluerunt  :  Sc 
cum  mortem  minime  formidarent,  viftores  tamen  dominos 
ferre, quam  earn  fibi  inferre  maluerunt :  quanto  magis  Chri- 
ftiani  verum  Deum  colentes,  Sc  fupernae  patrice  fufpirantes 
ab  hoc  faclnore  temperabunt,  fi  eos  divina  difpohtio  vel 
probandos  vel  emendandos  ad  tempus  hoflibus  fubjugave- 
rit,  quos  in  ilia  humilitate  non  deferit,  qui  propter  eos 
tarn  humlliter  venit  altiffimus.  D.  de  Crj.  Dei,  U  i. 

(Up.  24. 

*  See  London  fournd^ 
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Imputation  of  Cowardice.  Nay,  he  goes  fo  far 
as  to  affirm,  that  the  Imputation  of  Cowardice^  laid 
upon  this  A5iion<y  by  fome  fuhtil  Difputants^  has  ra- 
ther  made  Diverfion  upon  the  Subjebi^  than  ever  given 
fatisfabfion.  Farther^  is  it  Fear  (fays  he)  to  do  a 
Deed^  which  alniofl  all  Mankind  have  always  dread-- 
ed  to  do  ?  Is  Fear  only  concern  d  in  parting  with 
Life^  and  Courage  not  feen  hut  in  preferving  it  ? 
Certainly^  the  nature  of  Words  and  Idhings  is  not  at 
once  to  he  utterly  fuhverted^  to  keep  in  countenance 

a  piece  of  Chicanry -  fo  talk  in  this  Stile  to 

Perfo'ns  engag'd  in  this  Argument^  is  to  affront 
them^  hy  attempting  to  impofe  on  them^  in  their  plain-- 
neft  and  moft  natural  Apprehenfions  of  things^  a?id 
inmofl  Sentiments  of  their  own  State  and  Condition, 

- - He  who  deliberately  puts  an  end  to  his  own 

Life^  may  juftly^  I  am  perfuaded^  he  cenfurd  as  led 
hy  a  corrupt  Judgment^  and  guilty  of  a  criminal 
Adi  5  hut  it  is  as  ahfurd  to  fay^  that  he  is  a 
Coward^  as  it  would  he  to  fay^  that  he  who  laviffoes 
away  an  Eflate  in  one  particular  way^  is  a  Mifer  ,  or 
to  go  on  to  all  other  Inflames  of  Vertue  and  Vice^ 
Excellencies  and  Imperfediions^  and  change  our  whole 

Language^  and  new-model  all  our  Words.  - — - 

Now,  what  particular  Reafons  the  Author  might 
have,  to  make  him  fo  very  peremptory^  languine 
and  dogmatical,  on  this  occafion,  I  know  not :  But 
lurely,  when  a  Man  lets  himfelf  to  oppofc  the 
current  Maxims  and  general  Sentiments  of  Man¬ 
kind,  in  a  Point  of  moral  Good  or  Evil  (which 
Maxims  and  Sentiments,  it  is  to  be  prelum’d,  are 
the  reiiilt  of  long  Obfbrvation,  deep  Refearches, 

and 
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and  a  clofe  Enquiry  into  the  nature  and  reafbn  of 
things)  he  ought,  in  the 

Firft  place,  to  propound  to  himfelf,  upon  rational 
Grounds,  and  tprobable  Views,  the  doing  fbme  con- 
fiderable  good,  by  his  Endeavour  to  redifie  what 
he  efteems  popular  Errors.  Secondly^  highly 
incumbent  on  him,  that  after  a  ftrid  and  impartial 
Examination  of  the  feveral  Arguments  on  both 
fides,  he  be  fully  fatisfied  in  his  own  Mind  of  the 
Truth,  Jufti  ce  and  Importance  of  what  he  is  going 
to  offer  to  pubiick  View.  thirdly ^  ’Tis  expeded 
from  him,  that  he  be  not  only  fatisfy’d  himfelf, 
but  produce  fiich  cogent  Reafbns  and  dem6nftrative 
Proofs  for  the  fatisfadion  of  others,  as  are  capa¬ 
ble,  in  their  own  nature,  when  duly  weigh’d,  to 
convince  all  ferious  and  confiderate  Perfbns  of  a 
contrary  Perfuafion.  The  two  firft  of  thefe  Requi- 
quifites  are  abfblutely  neceftary  to  juftifie  a  Man  to 
God  and  his  own  Confcience,  and  the  other  to  the 
World.  Andtho’’tis  remarkable,  that  among  the 
numerous  Modern  Writers  that  labour  to  over¬ 
throw  fettl’d  Notions  and  eftablifn’d  Dodrines  of 
Morality,  there  is  not  one,  but  makes  loud  Preten¬ 
ces  to  all  three  ;  yet  where,  almoft,  is  the  Writer 
that  makes  good  his  Pretenfions  to  more  than  one  ? 
In  pure  good  Nature  and  Charity,  we  generally 
fuppofe  a  Alan  really  believes  himfelf  what  he 
writes  or  afferts,  tho’  his  Arguments  be  all  over 
Sophiftry  and  Self-contradidion,  and  there  be  no 
appearance  of  any  honeft  Defign  at  the  bottom. 
And  this  is  all  that  can  fairly  be  allow’d  the  Author 
of  the  Letter  under  Confideration,  who  has  no 

C  2  Claim 
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Claim  or  Pretence  whatfbever  to  the  firfl:  and  laft 
of  the  aforemention^  Qualifications.  To  leave 
the  Argumentative  Part  to  be  examinM  hereafter, 
let  me  previouily  and  lerioufly  ask  this  one  Que- 
ftion.  What  poffible  Good  he  could  propofe  to 
himfelf,  by  by  writing  tenderly  and  favourably  in 
any  one  relped:,  of  the  deteftable  Crime  of  Self- 
Murther  ?  Could  he  think  hereby  to  leflen  ei¬ 
ther  the  Guilt  or  the  Frequency  of  the  Fadt  ?  Sup- 
pofe  for  the  prelent,  (what  I  am  going  to  dilprove) 
that  it  was  a  falfe  Notion  of  Ibme  People,  that  this 
was  a  cowardly  A6b  ^  what  Mifchief  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  what  Detriment  to  Mankind,  what  Inconve¬ 
nience  to  private  Perlbns,  could  luch  an  erroneous 
Opinion  have  produc’d  ?  On  the  contrary,  may  it 
not  realbnably  be  prelum’d,  that  a  1  erlbn  under 
the  temptation  of  deftroying  himfelf,  would  be 
lefs  inclin’d  to  perpetrate  the  horrid  Fact,  while 
dreading  the  Imputation  of  Cowardice,  than  when 
pluming  himfelf  with  the  Hopes  of  being  deem’d 
to  have  adted  very  couragioufiy  ?  But  to  come  to 

the  Point. - I  oblerve  two  grofs  fundamental 

Errors  that  run  thro’  and  fupport  the  whole  Rea- 
foning  of  this  Letter-writer  ,  which  I  lhall  firll 
examine,  and  refute,  and  then  proceed,  by  plain 
and  pofitive  Arguments,  to  confirm  the  receiv’d 
Notion,  That  Self-Murther  is  a  bale,  mean-lpirited 
and  cowardly  Adt. 

F;r/,  The  Author  takes  for  granted  ( what 
he  will  never  be  able  to  prove)  that  the  In- 
ftindl  of  Self-prefervation,  in  a  limited  fenfe  too, 

with 
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with  regard  to  this  Life  only,  is  the  Ifrongeft  and 
moft  aftive  Principle  in  Man.  Secondly^  He  has 
very  wrong  and  confus’d  Notions  of  Courage  and 
Cowardice,  blending  them  fometimes  together, 
and  often  miftaking  one  for  the  other. 

I  begin  with  his  fundamertal  Error,  his  ta¬ 
king  for  granted,  ^c.  His  Words  to  this  effedt, 
are  as  follow  :  — ■  Is  tt  Pufillanmity  or  Fearful- 
nefs  to  be  able  to  grapple  or  jubdue  the  Jlrongeft  Paf- 
fio7i  radicated  in  our  Nature^  the  Love  of  Life  ? 
To  this  I  anfwer.  That  there  is  a  much  ftronger 
Paffion,  or  rather  Principle  grafted  in  our  Nature, 
that  over-rules  this,  and  governs  all  the  reft ,  and 
that  is,  the  innate  Defire  that  is  in  every  Man  of 
Happinefs  in  general,  and  which  when  determin’d 
to  any  particular  Objedt,  operates  more  forcibly, 
and  bears  down  all  before  it.  No  Man,  whether 
good  or  evil,  places  his  Happinefs  in  Life,  barely 
and  abftradfedly  confider’d,  but  only  fb  far  as  his 
Life  contributes  to  his  Happinefs.  Should  this 
Life  of  his  prove  otherwife,  an  iiifuperable  Hin¬ 
drance  or  Obftrudfion  to  his  Felicity,  he  would  be 
fo  far  from  fearing  the  Lofs  of  it,  that  he  would 
earneftly  defire  to  get  rid  of  it.  And  therefore 
what  Job  ingenuoully  confefs’d  of  himfelf^  is  cer¬ 
tainly  true  of  all  Perfbns  under  any  the  like  grie¬ 
vous  Preflures,  My  Soul  chufeth  Strangling  and 
Deaths  rather  than  my  Ltfe"^ ,  If  ’tis  a  vertuous 
and  good  Man,  that  is  under  ftich  a  calamitous 
State,  he  muft  neceffarily  defire  Death,  and  wifh 
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that  Providence  would  fend  him  his  Difeharge,  be¬ 
ing  morally  aflur’d  of  a  Happinefi  after  this  Life  : 
But  then  he  waits  God’s  time  for  it.  If  he  be  a 
wicked  and  profligate  Perfon,  and  yet  believes 
fbmewhat  of  a  future  State,  ’tis  only  the  Fear  of 
That,  and  not  the  Fear  of  Death,  that  can  reftrain 
him  from  wilhing  and  endeavouring  his  own  De- 
ftru<^ion.  But  when  the  Riddance  of  Life  is  fug- 
gefted  to  filch  a  one,  as  the  only  Method  whereby 
to  get  rid  of  his  Miferies,  unlefs  he  be  arm’d  in 
feme  meafure,  with  Faith  and  Fortitude,  to  bear 
the  prefent,  and  fear  the  diftant  Evil ,  he  will 
certainly  choofe  Death ,  as  the  means  of 
his  Happinefs,  and  rufh  into  it  as  eagerly 
as  the  Horfe  rufhes  into  Battel.  Flow  for- 
midable  foever  Death  may  be  in  it  felf,  there  are 
many  Inftances  of  Perfbns  to  whom  it  appears  with 
no  frightful  Afpeft  at  all.  And  ’tis  a  grofs  Mi- 
flake,  to  think,  that  our  Fears  always  bear  a  due 
Proportion  to  the  Objed:,  and  that  they  rife  or 
fall  as  the  Object  is  more  or  lefs  formidable.  In 
Reafon  indeed,  it  ought  to  be  fo  ;  but  in  Fa<5i: 
we  generally  find  it  other  wife  :  And  a  Man  mufl 
be  very  little  acquainted  with  the  Workings  of 
Nature,  and  the  Irregularity  of  the  Paflions,  that 
has  not  made  fo  obvious  and  common  an  Obfer« 
vation.  The  Terror  or  Dread fulnefs  of  an  Ob- 
jed  affefts  the  Mind,  not  as  it  is  greater  or  lefs 
in  it  felf,  but  as  it  is  apprehended  ;  whereby  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  a  fmall  thing  fliall  fbmetimes 
terrific  more,  than  an  infinitely  greater  ;  and  the 
Fear  of  Shame  or  Difgrace,  of  a  long  Imprifon- 
ment  or  Captivity,  of  falling  into  Poverty  or  into 
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the  Hands  of  an  Enemy,  lhall  work  more  power¬ 
fully  than  the  Fear  of  Death ;  yea ,  fo  far  as  to 
extinguifli,  and  even  annihilate  the  other  Fear  ! 
For  the  greater  Fear  always  overcomes  and  fwal- 
lows  up  the  left.  And  as  Men  are  generally  go¬ 
vern’d  in  the  Conduct  of  Civil  Life  more  by  Fear 
than  by  any  other  Paffion  5  fo  ’tis  the  Greatnefi  or 
Intenfenefs  of  their  Fear,  (whatever  the  Object  or 
Caule  of  that  be)  that  puts  them  upon  Ac¬ 
tion.  Here  let  me  obferve  by  the  bye,  that  were 
the  true  Fear  of  God  once  deeply  rooted  and  fix’d 
in  the  Heart,  this  alone  would  govern  or  difpel 
all  the  inferiour  Clafs  of  Fears  :  But  where  this  is 
wanting,  there  can  be  no  true  Courage  ;  but  fomc 
daftardly  Fear  or  other  will  be  ever  and  anon  ob-^ 
truding  it  felf  upon  the  Mind,  and  when  predomi¬ 
nant,  will  betray  the  Succours  of  Reafbn  and  Cou¬ 
rage  too.  To  fay  then  abfolutely  and  unexceptio- 
nably,  that  the  Love  of  Life,  or  the  Fear  of  Death 
is  the  ftrongeft  Paffion  in  Man,  is  an  unprov’d  and 
ill-grounded  AfTertion.  ’Tis  certain,  that  the  true 
Love  of  one’s  Country,  or  of  one’s  Friend,  will 
make  a  Man,  upon  a. trying  Occafion,  hazard  Life, 
and  defpife  Death.  ’Tis  certain,  that  the  Fear  of 
being  ravifh’d,  has  been  more  ftrong  and  powerful 
in  fome  Women,  than  the  Fear  of  being  kill’d  ; 
that  the  Fear  of  open  Shame  has  made  many  a 
Criminal  exchange  a  Publick  for  a  Private  and  Vo¬ 
luntary  Death  ;  yea,  that  the  Fear  of  being  Ap¬ 
prehended,  has  made  fbme  difpa.ch  themfelves. 
Death  then,  in  all  thefe  Inftances,  is  not  the 
thing  fear’d  at  that  Juncture,  but  fomething  elfe  ^ 
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and  to  efcape  or  get  rid  of  the  latter,  they  readily 
choofe  and  embrace  the  former.  And,  indeed, 
'’tis  worth  our  obferving,  that  there  is  no  Paflion 
in  the  Mind  of  Man  fo  weak,  but  it  matters 
the  Fear  of  Death  ,  Revenge  triumphs  over  it , 

^  Love  flights  it  ;  Honour  afpires  after  it  j  Grief 
^  flies  to  it :  Nay,  Pity,  the  tenderett  of  them  all, 
provok’d  many  of  Otbo's  Followers  to  die,  in 
compaffion  to  their  Emperor,  who  had  flain 
himfeif  ”  Not  that  I  deny,  but  that  when 
there  is  time  for  Deliberation,  there  may  be  many 
Struggles  in  a  Man’s  Breatt,  before  the  fatal  Re- 
folution  be  form’d  and  executed.  But  then,  as  ’tis 
impoflible  for  us  to  know,  with  what  Fearfulneft 
and  Unconcernednefs  fuch  Perfbns  go  about  it,  no¬ 
thing:  certain  can  be  concluded  from  hence.  How- 
ever,  take  the  matter  either  way,  fomething  favou¬ 
rable  to  the  Point  I  am  defending,  may  be 
colledted  from  it.  If  the  Self-Murtherer  be  fup- 
pos’d  to  commit  this  Violence  upon  himfelf,  with 
a  Trepidity  of  Heart,  and  with  feme  faint  Reluc¬ 
tance  to  the  latt,  this  is  no  furer  Mark  of  true 
Courage,  than  when  a  Perlbn,  after  long  fuffering 
the  Pain  of  the  Tooth- Ach,  and||fter  much  Im¬ 
portunity  of  Friends,  relblves  at  length,  but  ttill 
with  fbme  Averfenefs  and  Dread,  to  have  the 
Tooth  drawn  out  i  or,  when  a  fick  Lady,  after ^ 
much  Debate  and  Struggle  with  herfelf^  holds  out 
her  trembling  Arm  to  be  Weeded,  or  fubmits  to 
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the  more  terrifying  Prefcription  of  the  Cold  Bdthi 
But  if  the  Self-Murtherer  goes  about  his  dark  Work 
without  any  Emotion  of  Fear  or  fenfible  Concern^ 
this  plainly  Ihews,  that  as  he  dreads  nothing  more 
than  a  continuance  of  the  Mileries  he  feels  ,  fb  he 
defires  nothing  more  than  a  Difcharge  from  thole 
Mileries  ;  and  therefore  meets  Death,  not  as  an  E» 
nemy,  but  as  a  Friend,  whole  Approaches  are  plea- 
ling,  and  Embraces  welcome  :  And  conlequently 
in  neither  cale  is  true  Valor  to  be  try’d  or  dilcern- 
ed,  as  will  frill  more  evidently  appear,  by  examin¬ 
ing  and  confidering  our  Author’s  other  fundamen¬ 
tal  Error,  his  wrong  and  confus’d  Definition  of 
Courage  and  Cowardice, 

Before  a  Man  prelumes  to  draw  a  Conclufion,  and 
elpecially  before  he  grows  very  peremptory  and  aflu- 
ming  upon  it,  he  ought  to  be  very  well  allur’d  of 
the  frrength  of  his  Premifles,  or  at  leafr  to  have  a 
very  clear  and  difrind:  Idea  of  the  Terms.  Other- 
wife  he  talks  altogether  in  the  dark,  and  fights  with 
Shadows  of  his  own  making.  Flow  well  this  Au¬ 
thor  has  perform’d  in  thefe  refpects.  I’ll  leave  the 
Reader  to  judge  from  the  following  Oblervations. 

F/Vy?,  I  oblerve,  that  the  Author  no  where  declare^ 
his  Opinion  whether  Courage  be  a  Vertue  or  not^ 
tells  us,  eft  ^iri  propria  virtus^  that 

Fortitude  is  not  only  a  Vertue,  put  the  proper  and 
peculiar  Yertue  of  a  Man,  One  would  think  likewile 
by  the  great  Commendations  which  this  Autho^ 
gives  of  what  he  is  pleas’d  to  call  A6live  or  Pofiti've 
Courage,^  that  he  is  all  along  reprefenting  Courage  as 
a  Vertue :  But  then^  by  applying  this  to  the  Self- 
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Murtherer,  and  by  making  any  daring  Adion  a 
Part  or  Inftance  of  this  Pofitive  Courage^  he  for¬ 
bids  US5  in  Charity^  to  think  that  he  mecjns  any 
fuch  thing.  Indeed,  take  his  Notion  of  Courage  ei¬ 
ther  way,  ’tis  not  very  eafie  to  guefs  what  he  means, 
or  what  he  is  driving  at.  Pojitive  Courage^  in  his 
Account,  be  a  Vertue,  then,  according  to  his  Noti¬ 
on  of  Suicide^  the  Self-Murtheref,  as  fuch,  is  fo 
far  from  needing  Repentance,  that  he  ads  a  very 
vertuous  part  in  killing  himfclf  A  wondrous  Dif- 
couragement  to  that  horrid  Crime  1  If  the  Courage 
he  is  fpeaking  of,  be  no  Vertue  after  all,  what 
need  was  there  of  fo  much  Pains  and  Labour,  to  a- 
feribe  to  a  Fad  or  Ferfon  what  has  no  title  to  the 
leaft  Commendation  ?  For,  in  tr  ith,  nothing  in  Man 
is  worthy  of  Praife  and  Lifpraife,  but  Vertue  and 
Vice.  Abftrad  Vertue  from  Courage^  and  then  in¬ 
deed,  any  darin^^^  Adion  is  an  Ad  of  Courage  s 
then  the  moft  paflionate  Men  are  the*  moft  Coura- 
gious,  and  the  moft  defperate  RuiFans  the  greateft 
Heroes :  A  fine  Charader  for  a  Man  of  Courage  1 
At  this  rate,  a  Man  inflam  d  with  Liejuor,  that 
cares  not  whom  he  ftabs,  and  knows  not  what  he 
does  ,  and  a  mad  Man,  that,  in  the  height  of  his 
frantick  Fury,  deals  about  Fire-brands,  Arrows  and 
Darts,  may,  in  vertue  of  this  Author's  wild  Defini¬ 
tion,  be  dubb'd  for  Men  of  Valour  and  Renown. 
But  certainly.  Courage  in  reafonable  Creatures  muft 
have  Reafon  to  ad  upon ;  otherwife,  'tis  Sottifh- 
nefs  and  Brutality.  And  if  Courage  be  once  fepa- 
rated  from  Reafon  and  Vertue,  there  is  fb  little 
Glory  belonging  to  it,  that  I  fhall  defpair  of  feeing 
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our  greateft  Defperadoes  ever  arrive  to  the  Courage 
of  a  Game-Cock^  or  a  Maftiff-Dog.  But  if  Courage 
or  Fortitude  have  a  place  among  the  Vertues  (and 
I  think,  the  very  Heathens  have  rank’d  it  among 
their  four  Cardinal  Ones)  then,  like  all  other  Ver¬ 
tues,  it  muft  be  plac’d  between  two  Extremes,  be¬ 
tween  one  Vice  in  DefecS,  and  the  other  in  Excels. 
The  Defedb,  we  all  know,  is  Timouroufnels  or 
Cowardice  ^  and  the  Excels  Rafhnels,  Stupidity,  or 
Fool-hard inefs  ,  and  whoever  is  guilty  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  is  as  void  of  true  Courage,  as  he  that  is  charge¬ 
able  with  the  former.  For  a  Man  that  has  no  fenfe 
of  Danger,  can  never  be  laid  to  acS  couragiouHy^ 
fince  the  only  two  Objefts  of  true  Courage  are  Dan¬ 
ger  and  Difirefs.  2.dly^  I  obferve,  that  the  diftinc- 
tions  which  the  Author  makes  between  Adfive  and 
Pajjive  Courage^  and  the  Preference  he  gives  to  the 
former,  making  the  other  to  be  fcarce  any  Courage , 
at  all,  are  Politions,  not  only  wide  of  the  Truth, 
and  contradid:ory  to  Reafon  and  Experience,  but  of 
pernicious  tendency  in  the  Conduit  of  Eluman  Life. 
fully  ^  in  his  allerts.  Fort  is  iS  conftantis  eft^iton 
perturb ari  in  rebus  afperis^  nec  tumult uantem  de  gra- 
du  depci  ;  and  afterwards  defines  Fortitude  to  be 
Dolonm  lahorumqtie  contemptio.  But  this  Author,  in 
oppofition  to  Heathen  %  as  well  as  Chriftian  Mo- 
ralills,  will  fcarce  allow  of  any  fuch  thing  as  PaJfinje 
FortiUide.  Conjlancy  in  enduring  frouble^feijs  he,  may 
indeed^  have  fomewhat  in  it  of  the  nature  of  Courage^ 


*  Communis  eft  fenrentla,  Fortitudlneni  in  fuilinendo 
magis  eluceie.  Pbilof,  Burgund.  To?rt,  3.  p.  2co. 
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^ut  it  is  not  what  is  truly  Jignify^d  hy  that  iVord* 
an  accurate^  and  philofophtcal  way  of  ^hinking^  the 
ordinary  Cafes  and  Difireffes  of  Life  are  not  properly 
Subje6ls  for  Courage,  —  — -  Again,  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  diiference  between  Active  and  Pafjive  Cou^ 
rage  ;  ’tis  one  thing  to  luffer  patiently,  ’tis  another 
Xo  be  bold  and  daring.  But  among  all  his  Differ¬ 
ences  and  Diftindions,  the  Author  has  forgotten 
one,  that  is  taken  notice  of  by  moft  Moralifts,  and 
which  it  concern’d  him  not  a  little  to  take  notice 
pf  too  ^  and  that  is,  the  Diftindion  between  the 
Fortitude  of  the  Mind,  and  the  Fortitude  of  the 
Body  Now,  Paffive  Fortitude  is  the  vertuous 
Fruit  of  a  found  Mind ,  but  Adive  Fortitude  is 
no  other,  generally  Ipeaking,  than  the  Refult  of  a 
found  Conftitution.  Men  that  are  in  health,  and 
jive  high,  have  their  natural  Courage,  commonly, 
too  much  at  command  ;  their  Conftitution  is  vigo¬ 
rous,  their  Spirits  brisk,  their  Paffions  boifterous  and 
untameable.  But  what  is  this  to  the  Courage  and 
Conftancy  of  a  Man  labouring,  but  not  finking,  un¬ 
der  the  Preffures  and  Severities  of  Life  j  of  a  Man, 
that,  deftitute,  in  a  great  meafure,  of  the  Supports 
of  the  Body,  and  the  Affiftance  of  the  Animal  Spi¬ 
rits,  poffeffes  his  Soul  in  Peace  and  Patience,and  con- 
tinues  eafie  and  undifturb’d  under  the  want  of  Health, 


Fortltudo  vel  corporis  eft,  vel  aninii.  Fortltudo  cor¬ 
poris  in  lacertis  &  viribus  confiftlt:  ;  led  tails  ieonum  qnor 
que  Si  taurorum  eft.  Uxc  proprie  virtus  non  eft.  i  orti- 
tudo  anlml  velChrlftiana  eft,  vel  Clvllis,  Sic.  iVaUi  Comp. 
Eth.  Arifl'.  in  Qsip,  de  Fortitudlne.  The  rejl  of  this  Chastens 
well  worth  the  curious  Readers  Perufal  ;  where  he'll  f-nd  the 
^lueJlioTi  I  am  tipon^  viz.  Whether  Suicide  be  an  Att  ot  Forti¬ 
tude,  or  nor,  clearly  and  accurauly  dijcufs  d, 
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Liberty,  Friends  and  Eftate  ?  Let  this  Author  ftill 
believe,  if  he  pleales,  that  Conftancy  in  enduring 
Trouble,  has  very  little  of  the  nature  of  Courage: 
On  the  contrary,  I  fhall  ever  believe,  that  our  Sa-- 
viour  Chrift  was  the  moft  Couragious  Man  that  e- 
ver  liv’d  ;  and  accordingly  he  is  ftil’d  the  Captain 
of  OUT  Salvation^  (a  Title  importing  Courage  as 
well  as  Honour,)  furely,  not  becaufe  he  adted  da- 
ringly,  but  becaufe  he  was  made  perfedl  thro’  Suf¬ 
ferings  This  may  be  farther  illuftrated  in  a  View 
of  St.  Paui's  paflive  Gallantry,  as  a  Chriftian  Con¬ 
vert,  and  his  adfive  Courage  as  a  Jewiih  Perfecutor, 
Whilft  he  was  breathing  out  Threatenings  and 
Slaughters,  imprifoning  and  beating  in  every  Syna¬ 
gogue  them  that  believ’d  on  Chrift,  when  being 
exceedingly  mad  againft  them,  he  either  compell’d 
them  to  blafpheme,  or  perfecuted  them  unto  ftrange 
Cities,  as  he  afterwards  confefles  with  Shame  and 
Sorrow  f,  he  may  be  faid  in  our  Author’s  Style,  to 
have  been  a  ftout  and  valiant  Man.  Be  that  as  it 
will,  his  Courage  was  not  leffen’d,  but  greatly  in¬ 
creas’d,  byhisConverfion:  Being  chang’d  from  Ac¬ 
tive  into  Paffive,  it  (hone  with  a  brighter  Luftre, 
and  became  more  Exemplary  and  Heroic.  Greater 
Love  hath  no  Man  than  this^  fays  our  Saviour  j  and. 
Greater  Courage  hath  no  Man  than  this,  may  we 
fey,  that  a  Man  lay  down  his  Life  for  his  Friends 
But  lb  tender  was  this  Great  Apoftle  of  the  Lives 
of  others,  and  fo  prodigal  of  his  own,  that  he  wilh^’d 
himielf  accurs’d  for  his  Brethren  ,  lb  far  from  ofe 
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fering  them  any  Violence,  that  he  would  rather 
fufier  the  great  eft  Violence  him{el£  What  can  be 
more  brave  and  generous,  than  that  couragious 
Speech  of  his,  20.  2^,2^,  25  And  now  be¬ 

hold^  I  go  hound  in  the  Spirit  to  Jerufalem,  not 
knowing  the  things  that  Jloall  hefal  me  there  ;  faving 
that  the  Holy  Ghoft  witneffeth  in  e^ery  Ctty^  faying^ 
that  bonds  and  affirms  abide  me.  But  none  of  the fe 
things  move  me.^  neither  count  I  my  life  dear ^  unto  my- 
felf  fo  that  I  might  finijh  my  courfe  with  joy.  And 
when  his  Fellow- Chriftians  hung  about  him,  and 
with  Tears  endeavour’d  to  difluade  him  from  his 
Journey  to  Jerufalem^  he  anfwer’d  refolutely,  JVhat 
mean  you  to  weep^  and  to  break  mine  heart  ?  For  I  am 
ready.,  not  to  he  bound  only^  but  alfo  to  die  at  Jerufalem 
for  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Jefus^  A(fts  21. 13.  If  we 
compare  the  Catalogue  he  gives  us  of  his  Manly 
Sufferings,  2  Cor.  12.  with  the  Account  we  have  of 
the  furious  Perfecutions  he  brought  upon  others,  we 
fhall  diftover  much  more  of  the  complete  Hero  in 
the  former,  than  in  the  latter,  and  that  too  without 
the  Fault.  But  to  come  nearer  to  our  own  times, 
and  to  take  an  Inftance  opt  of  our  Nation .  • 

View  the  Protedor  Cromwell.,  that  Brave  Wicked 
Man,  as  Clarendon  calls  him,  at  the  Head  of  his  vic¬ 
torious  Rebel- Army  ;  View  him  in  his  daring  F:x- 
ploits,  in  all  his  Dangers,  and  all  his  Succeffes  ; 
and  then  turn  your  Eyes  upon  his  nobly  vanquilh  d 
Sovereign,  long  ftrugling  againft  the  impetuous 
Streams  of  an  adverfe  Fortune  ,  at  laft  betray  d 
and  fold  3  fold  by  Friends,  fold  to  Enemies.  View 
him  clofely  in  his  Confinement,  and  under  his  Ar- 
raigment.  See  with  what  Meeknels  and  Majefty 
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he  confronts  his  Mock- Judges  ;  with  what  dilpat 
fionate  Undaunted nefs  he  receives  the  fatal  unjuft 
Sentence.  Behold  him  marching  with  hafty  Steps 
and  eager  Triumph,  to  leize  the  Crown  of  Mar¬ 
tyrdom.  View  him  at  length  entring  the  Lifts 
with  the  King  of  Terrors,  furrounded  with  all  his 
blackeft  Attendants  of  infulting  Cruelty,  Ignominy 
and  Horror,  unmov’d  at  the  fight  of  Axes  and 
Scaffold,  fubmitting  his  facred  Head  to  the  deadly 
Blow  with  invincible  Patience  and  Alacrity  ;  in  af- 
flidlive  Life  heroic,  in  Death  more  than  Conqueror. 
And  then  confefs,  which  had  the  greateft  Courage  of 
the  two,  and  whether  the  daring  Adbions  of  the  one  • 
are  worthy  to  be  compar’d  with  the  paftive  Forti¬ 
tude  of  the  other.  Now,  the  reafbn  of  this  paftive 
Fortitude  in  good  Men,  is  thus  handfomely  accoun¬ 
ted  for  by  a  clear  and  excellent  W riter  When 

Men  can  acquit  themfelves  as  to  the  main,  when 
they  can  give  a  fair  Account,  or  fuffer  in  a  good 
Caufe,  they  ufually  leave  this  World  with  great 
Evennefs  and  Satisfaftion,  and  bear  up  againft 
the  harfheft  Circumftances,  with  Angular  Forti- 
tude  and  Unconcernednefs :  They  have  natural- 
ly  a  fecret  Prefage,  that  Providence  will  appear 
for  them  afterwards ;  that  Folly,  and  Violence, 
and  Injuftice  will  domineer  only  in  this  Life  ^ 
but  that  Reafon  and  Honefty  will  be  confider’d 
in  the  other.  This  Perfuafion,  buoys  up  their 
Innocence,  and  fupports  their  Spirits,  and 
hardens  their  Refolution,  and  makes  them  almoft 
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impregnable  againft  all  Accidents  and  Injuries. 
This  Confideration  made  Socrates  appear  fo  great 
and  fo  graceful  at  his  Tryal  3  the  hopes  of  ap- 
pearing  before  more  equal  Judges  after  Death, 
where  his  Caule  would  be  re-heard  and  juftify  d, 
made  him  delpile  the  Malice  of  his  Enemies, 
dildain  the  Meannels  of  efcaping  Prifon,  and 
drink  off  the  mortal  Draught,  with  as  little 
Concern,  as  if  it  had  been  at  an  Entertainment. 

In  Ihort,  paffive  Courage  is  a  Vertue,  and  always  a 
Vertue  3  but  what  is  call’d  a5iive  Courage^  is  often 
no  other  than  a  Defect:  of  the  former,  and  moft 
commonly  made  an  Inftrument  of  Vice,  of  In- 
fixlts,  Perfecutions,  Murthers  and  Rebellions.  Let 
me  farther  add,  that  whoever  is  endu’d  with  paffive 
Courage,  will  never  be  wanting  in  a  good  Caufe, 
and  on  proper  Occalions,  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  like- 
wile  by  an  active  Bravery.  But  the  greateft  Profi¬ 
cients  in  the  ac5tive  kind,  may,  and  often  do  flag, 
when  call’d  to  exert  a  paffive  Fortitude.  Take  an 
Inlfance  or  two  of  this  from  Scripture.  None  na¬ 
turally  more  forward,  bold  and  daring  than  the  A* 
poftle  St.  Peter  :  He  could  venture,  when  bid  by 
his  Saviour,  to  walk  upon  the  Waves  of  the  Sea  3 
but  no  fooner  did  he  begin  to  fink,  but  his  Faith 
and  his  Courage  fail’d  him  at  once.  He  could 
venture,  out  of  Z<eal  to  his  Mafter,  to  draw  his 
Sword  in  the  Garden,  and  fingly  encounter  a  whole 
Band  of  Soldiers  3  but  when  he  came  into  a  Court 
of  Judicature,  upon  the  bare  fufpicion  of  a  filly 
Maid,  he  loft  his  Courage,  forgot  himfelf,  and  de- 
ny’d  his  Lord.  So  little  Dependance  is  there  to  be 
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had  of  A^five  Courage  in  a  Day  of  Tryal,  ahd  iil 
the  Hour  of  Diftrefs.  And  truly,  how  common  is 
it  for  Men  in  the  height  of  Grandeur,  and  in  a 
Flow  of  Prolperity,  to  behave  with  a  feemingly 
undaunted  Courage,  to  be  bold  and  forward  in 
great  Undertakings,  to  defpife  Enemies,  and  laugh 
at  Dangers  ;  and  yet  upon  a  turn  of  Times,  or 
under  the  Frowns  of  Fortune,  to  betray  an  effemi¬ 
nate  Softnefs  and  Feeblenefs  of  Heart,  a  Meanncfi 
of  Spirit,  and  an  abjeft  Soul  ?  Inftances  enough  of  this 
may  be  feen  almoft  every  day.  But  now,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  that  is  able  to  fuffer,  is  able  to  ad:  with 
Courage.  Mofes^  the  meekeft  Man  upon  Earth, 
(and  whole  Meeknefs  and  Patience  were  fufficientJy 
try’d  and  exercis^’d  by  that  untoward  and  perverle 
Generation  of  Men  in  the  Wildernefs)  when  jea* 
ious  for  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  and  provok’d  by  the 
Idolatry  of  the  Jfraelites^  in  making  and  worfhip- 
ping  the  Golden  Calf^  had  Courage  enough,  fingjy 
and  alone,  to  attack  a  vaft  Number  of  People,  to 
leize  their  Idol  in  the  midft  of  their  Dancing  and 
Jollity,  to  break  it  in  pieces  before  their  Faces,  to 
grind  it  to  Pouder,  and  make  the  Idolaters  drink 
of  the  Water  into  which  he  had  thrown  it.  ^Twas 
the  fame  patient  and  difpafiionate  Mofes^  that  bold¬ 
ly  withftood  and  quell’d  the  dangerous  and  threat^ 
ening  Mutiny  of  Corah  and  his  Company.  And 
’twas  his  great  Love  to  the  God  he  ferv’d,  and  to 
the  People  he  govern’d,  that  made  him  lo  Coura- 
gious.  For  true  Courage  is  founded  in  Love,  pro* 
ceeds  from  Love,  and  is  perfedled  by  Love.  For 
what  the  Apoftle  aflert's  of  Divine  Love,  is  cer* 
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tainly  true,  in  this  refped,  of  all  other  Loves,  that 
perfe^  Lon)e  cafteth  out  Fear  f.  "Tis  the  Love  of 
one’s  King  and  one  s  Country,  that  makes  a  Man 
ready  to  facrifice  his  All,  in  their  Defence.  Tis 
the  Love  of  thofe  that  are  near  and  dear  to  us, 
that  makes  us  willing  to  hazard  even  Life  for  their 
Sakes.  ’Tis  the  Love  of  Souls  that  emboldens 
Minifters  to  corred  popular  Errors,  and  rebuke 
faftiionable  Vices,  and  to  rifque  Men’s  prefent  Dit 
pleafure,  in  order  to  promote  their  Future,  Good. 
’Twas  the  Love  God  and  of  Chrift,  that  inlpirea 
all  the  Noble  Army  of  Martyrs  and  Confelfors  with 
incincible  Bravery  and  unparallel’d  Forwardnefs  to 
lay  down  their  Lives.  And  to  come  nearer  to  the 
Ways  and  Sentiments  of  fome  Men,  even  Carnal  or 
sSenilial  Love,  has  a  Force  in  it,  to  change  the  Na¬ 
tures  and  Tempers  of  Men,  to  provoke  the  Meek, 
animate  the  Faint-hearted,  and  make  even  Cowards 
themfelves  Brave.  But  what  Love  is  there  to  be 
found  in  Self-Murther,^  or  what  one  generous  Prin¬ 
ciple  or  Motive  to  prompt  to  that  unnatural  Ad  ? 
Nay,  are  there  any  other  affignable  Caufes  for  this 
Enormity,  than  either  an  cxceflive  Dread  of  what 
a  Man  is  like  to  fuffer  for  his  Crimes  in  this  life,  or 
a  wretched  Impatience  under  the  Miferies  which  his 
Crimes  have  already  brought  upon  him  ?  Thcfe 
are  the  Two  general  and  Fundamental  Caufes,  join  d 
with  loofe  Notions  of  Religion  or  fettled  Principles 
of  Atheifm,  into  which  all  Wilful  Self-Murther  is 
plainly  refolvable.  There  may  be  fbme  few  Ex- 
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ceptions  (as  there  are  in  all  general  Cafes)  to  the 
contrary :  But  thefe,  I  lay,  are  the  common  and 
general  Cauies.  What  made  Achitophel  hang  hirn- 
felf,  but  the  Dread  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
Davids  and  fulFering  the  Punifhment  due  to  his 
Trealbn  ^  ?  What  made  Zimri  burn  himlelf  in  the 
Palace  of  the  King^s  Houle,  but  the  like  Dread  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  Omr/j  and  being  put  to  a 
more  lhameful  Death,  for  his  late  Confpiracy  a- 
gainft,  and  Murther  of  the  former  Kingf?  And  what 
was  it  tempted  Judas  to  be  his  own  Executioner, 
but  that  intolerable  Load  of  Guilt,  and  that  Horror 
and  Confternation  of  Mind,  which  his  complicated 
Sin  in  betraying  the  Lord  of  Life,  had  brought 
upon  him  ?  Nay,  not  only  a  Confcioufnefs  of  Guilt, 
but  the  bare  Dread  of  Punifhment,  however  unde- 
lervM,  lhall  Ibmetimes  produce  the  lame  Effed:. 
This  was  vifible  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Jayior  in  the 
who  was  going  to  kill  himfelf  for  miffing  his 
Prifoners,  Paul  and  Silas  3  a  moll  convincing  and 
remarkable  Proof  of  the  Truth  I  am  defending. 
For  what  elle  was  it,  but  a  Hidden  and  violent  Im- 
preffion  of  Fear,  that  prompted  him  to  thisintended 
Violence  upon  himfelf  ?  He  dreaded  the  Anger  and 
Severity  of  the  Magiftrates  ,  he  dreaded  the  Shame 
and  Reproach  of  a  publick  Execution  3  and  fo  to 
avoid  one  kind  of  Death,  was  for  bringing  another 
upon  himfelf.  His  Innocence,  you  fee,  could  not 
fecure  him  from  this  Fear  ;  and  his  Fear  would 
certainly  have  wrought  his  DeErudion,  had  not  the 
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Apoftles  timely  prevented  it.  And  how  prevalent 
then  rnuft  fuch  a  Fear  be^  when  attended  with  Guilt? 
And  who  can  fay  then,  that  this  would  have  been 
an  Ad  of  Courage,  when  ’tis  evident,  that  he  was 
all  over  Fear  at  the  fame  time  ,  that  ’twas  Fear 
which  began,  and  carry ’d  on,  and  would  have  exe¬ 
cuted  his  murtherous  Furpofe  ?  A  plain  .Demonlfra-^ 
tion,  that  a  Man  may  commit  a  bold  and  delperate 
Ad,  under  the  foie  Influence  of  Fear  and  Cowardice. 

The  Self-Murtherer  then  can  lay  no  claim  to  Cou^ 
rage  Adtpve  or  Fajjive  y  not  to  the  latter,  unlefs  a 
a  high  Diicontent  at  the  Ways  of  Providence,  and 
an  unmanly  finking  under  the  neceflary  Penan^ 
ces  and  common  Burthens  of  Life,  may  pafs  for 
Patience  and  Fortitude  ;  not  to  the  former,  becaufe 
he  is  wholly  govern’d  in  this  cafe  by  the  daflardly 
Principle  of  Fear,  the  Fear  of  encountring  the  Dan¬ 
gers  which  threaten  or  furround  him.  For  v/hereas 
true  Courage  is  feen  in  confronting,  oppofing,  and 
vigoroufly  endeavouring  to  overcome  Danger,  or 
in  a  manly  bearing  of  what  it  can’t  overcome  j  Self^ 
Murther^  on  the  contrary,  is  nothing  but  a  cow¬ 
ardly  Flight  from  Danger  or  Diftrefs,  and  ufing  the 
bafeft,  the  wickedeft,  and  the  moft  fenfelefs  Means 
to  get  out  of  its  reach,  And  what  fhall  we  fay 
then  of  the  Man  that  labours  to  dignify  and  diftin- 
guifh  this  abfurd,  unnatural,  mean-lpirited  Ad  with 
the  glorious  Appellations  of  Coura^ie  and  Bravery  ; 
that  does  pot  Hick  to  affert  and  maintain  (with 
wh^t  little  colour  of  Reafbn  has  now  been  fhewn^ 
that  when  a  Man  deliberately  dejiroys  his  own  Ltfe^ 
Courage^  certainly^  is  the  Quality  leaft  wanting  in 
hm  j  und  ^^hatever  other  Defebfs  or  Guilt  he  m^y 
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have,  he  can't  be  argued  of  Cowardice  ?  But  certain¬ 
ly  (to  ufe  his  own  Expreflions)  the  nature  of  Words 
and  things  is  not  at  once  to  be  utterly  fubverted  to 
keep  in  countenance  a  piece  of  Cbicanry.  And  if  he 
believes  any  thing  of  the  divine  Authority  of  the 
Scriptuies,  he  ought  tb  confider  ttie  Denunciation 
of  the  Prophet,  Wo  unto  them  that  call  Evil  Good, 
and  Good  Evil,  that  put  Darknefs  for  Light,  and 
Light  for  Darknefs,  that  put  Bitter  for  Sweet,  ’  a^id 
Sweet  for  Bitter*.  Suppole  he  had  Ibme  imperfed  and 
confus’d  Notion  of  the  Couragioufhefi  of  this  Fad 
’tis  not  for  a  Man  writing  againft  it,  to  put  fuch  a 
Stumbling-block  in  the  way.  Courage  is  the  mod 
popular  and  captivating  Word  that  can  be  applied 
on  this  occafion ;  and  no  one  knows,  what  fatal  Mit 
chief  fuch  an  erroneous  Opinion  may  produce  a- 
mong  the  melancholy  and  difcontented  Part  of 
Mankind.  But  our  Author  has  one  Referve  dill, 
by  which  he  may  pofTibly  hope  to  evade  all  that  has 
been  faid  in  difproof  of  his  Pofition,  viz.  That  Sui¬ 
cide  implies  a  Scorn  and  Contempt  of  Life,  which  at 
firft  fight,  may  be  thought  Noble  and  Brave.  But 
to  this  I  need  only  reply,  that  if  it  be  an  Inftance 
of  Courage  in  a  Man,  under  Streights  and  Diffi¬ 
culties,  to  defpile  and  throw  away  Life  ;  it  muft  by 
the  Rule  of  Contraries,  be  an  Inftance  of  Cowardice 
in  a  Man,  under  the  fame  Circumftances,  to  be  con¬ 
tent  to  live.  And  one  need  not  defire  to  reduce  an 
Adverfary  to  a  greater  Abfurdity  than  this. 

I  have  nowj  I  think,  confider’d  every  thing  that 
is  material  or  plaufiblein  this  Letter- Writer,  relating 
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to  the  Subjeft  in  hand  ;  and  hope  I  have  fed  e- 
nough  to  convince  any  realonable  impartial  Perion 
of  the  truth  of  my  Fir*  Propofition,  That 
is  a  bafe,  mem-fpirited  and 
However,  that  I  may  fet  this  matter  in  the  cleareft 
Light,  and  utterly  deftroy  the  pernicious  Notion 
advanc’d  by  this  Author,  I  Ihall  briefly  confirm  and 
illuftrate  what  has  been  obferv’d,  by  fome  plain,  po- 

fitive  and  dired  Proofs.  <!plf  Mitr- 

Erll  ’Tis  obfervable,  that  this  Ad  of  Self- Mm 

tier  is  generally  perpetrated  by 

rited  in  the  World,  or  by  Perfons  adually  m 

foair  or  by  thofe  who  were  always  known  to  be  of 
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Zl  ■  ^Not  to  mention  here,  what  I  may  have  occa- 

fion  to  explain  hereafter,  that  nothing  is  to  be  deem  d 

valorous  that  is  inhuman,  and ’tis 

Inhumanity  for  a  Man  to  h.mfelf,  a  to  d 

ftroy  another.  Now,  as  to  the  Truth  of  dus  Ob- 

Nation,  that  Men  of  the  Tempers  and  Qualities 

before-mention’d,  are  generally  moft 

tnoft  liable  to  fall  into  the  Crime  of  ^  ' 

on  I  may  appeal  to  the  common  Experience,  of 

Mankind,  and  more  efpecially,  fmce  t  e  nme 
the  late  monftrous  Rife  and  Fall  of  S_S  S.  Ther"  s 
not  a  Perfon,  I  dare  fay,  within  the  Bills  of  Moru 
lity,  b«t  bis  Memory  can  furnilh  him  wi*  Inftaii- 
J  more  than  enough,  in  proof  of  th.s  melan- 
clioly  Truth.  In  confirmation  of  the  fame 
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jhall  take  the  liberty  to  give  a  brief  Intimation  of 
a  late  remarkable  Inftance  in  the  Country.  The 
Perfon  I  mean^  was  a  young  Man,  whofe  Spirits 
were  quite  broken  by  the  hard  Ulage  of  a  tyranni¬ 
zing  Father,  who  would  fcarce  ever  allow  him,  tho* 
Heir  apparent  to  the  Eftate,  to  have  a  Sixpeny- 
Piece  in  his  Pocket.  Upon  the  Death  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  his  fucceeding  to  the  Eftate  (which  the 
Father  had  taken  care  to  charge  and  encumber  as 
much  as  he  could)  the  young  Man  was  obferv’d  to 
be  more  difpirited  and  dejecfted  than  before ;  and 
at  laft,  could  not  forbear  going  about  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  complaining  of  his  hard  Fate,  and 
of  the  many  inftiperable  Perplexities  he  labour’d 
under,  every  Mole-hill  appearing  to  him  as  big  as 
Mountain,  and  every  common  Difficulty  unliir- 
mountable.  I  was  call’d,  among  others,  in  to  his 
Affiftance  :  There  was  another,  a  Man  of  great 
Judgment,  Learning  and  Candor^  and  we  both  hap¬ 
pen’d  to  agree  in  the  fame  Advice,  and  had  chalk’d 
out  a  Way  for  him  that  would  have  made  him 
perfectly  eafy,  diftharg’d  all  his  Incumbrances,  and 
put  him  in  the  Pofleffion  of  a  clear  and  handfbme 
Eftate,  if  he  had  had  the  Heart  or  Refblution  to 
have  follow’d  our  Direftion.  While  with  us,  he 
feem’d  to  promife  that  he  would  ^  but  when  gone, 
was  as  uneafy  and  diflatisfy’d  as  ever  ^  and  in  fhort, 
inftead  of  putting  our  Advice  in  execution,  nay, 
without  ftaying  to  put  his  Houle  in  order,  he  went 
home,  and  fhot  himfelf.  So  dangerous  is  it  for 
Parents  to  break  the  Hearts  and  Spirits  of  their 
Children^  and  for  Children,  or  others,  to  give 
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way  to  Melancholy  and  Defpondency  j  which  will 
infallibly  deprive  them,  fooner  or  later,  of  the  ne- 
ceffary  Aids  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  arid  of  the  ufe 
of  their  keafon  and  Courage,  when  they  ftand  moft 
in  need  of  their  Succour,  and  fo  expofe  them,  na¬ 
ked  and  defencelefi,  to  all  the  Crafts  and  Affaults 
of  the  Devil.  And  here,  by  the  way,  let  me  juft 
take  notice  of  that  dangerous  Method  of  Publick 
Inftrucftion,  which  many  of  our  ancient  Divines  ran 
into,  and  is  ftill  retain'd  by  ibme  of  the  Moderns  > 
I  mean,  of  preaching  up  to  the  People  thole  ab-^ 
ftrule  and  perplexing  Points  of  Ele^iou  and  Predc- 
ftination^  and  el^cially  that  horrid  and  Ihocking 
Doftrine  of  Etefncil  Peprohdtion^  which  have  often 
ftagger'd,  and  confounded,  and  quite  over-fet  the 
Thoughts  of  illiterate,  but.  well-meaning  Chrifti- 
ans,  and  prov'd  the  unhappy  means  of  driving 
many  into  a  deep  and  incurable  Melancholy,  and 
fome  from  Melancholy  into  Delpair,  and  from  De- 
Ipair  into  Self-Defiru^ion. 

Secondly^  'Tis  an  Obfervation  no  lefs  true  than  the 
former.  That  the  unfortunate  Creatures  we  are 
Ipeaking  of,  have  generally  been  addided  to  a  Life 
of  Vice  and  Wickednefs,  or,  however,  were  never 
Eminent  for  Vertue  and  Piety.  And  nothing  en¬ 
feebles  the  Minds  of  Men  more,  in  a  Day  of  Ad- 
verlity,  than  a  Confcioulhels  of  Guilt,  or  a  feeling 
Experience  that  the  Miferies  they  fuffer  are  the 
Natural  Confeqtiences  of  their  former  vicious 
Courfes  :  And  as  fuch  a  Reflection  (without  hav¬ 
ing  immediate  recourfe  to  the  only  laving  Method 
of  a  true  Repentance)  mull  neceffanly  flnk  their 
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Spirits  more  and  more,  fo  of  confequence  they  mutt 
become  Ictt  and  left  able  to  bear  up  under  the  pre«- 
fent  Burthen  ;  till  by  degrees  they  come  at  Jaft  to 
the  wretched  State  of  a  traiterous  Judas ^or  a  mur- 
thering  Cain^  and  feel  their  Punifhment  greater  than 
they  can  bear:  And  then  \is  no  ftrange  thing,  if 
thus  deftitute  of  Faith ^  and  Kepentance^  they  think 
there  is  no  Remedy  or  Relief  to  be  had  but  in  the 
Grave.  In  fhort,  nothing  does  fb  weaken  the  Pow¬ 
ers  of  Nature,  or  fo  effectually  deftroy  the  natural 
Courage  of  jMan,  as  Wickednels  unrepented  of  5 
which  will,  in  time,  bring  down  the  Hearts  of  the 
ftouteft  of  the  Sons  of  Men,  betray  the  Succours  of 
Realbn  and  Refolution,  and  make  him  that  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Lord  of  the  Creation,  more  creeping,  timo¬ 
rous  and  daftardly,  than  the  meaneft  of  the  Crea¬ 
tures  .  So  true  is  that  of  Solomon^  fhe  Wicked  flee 
when  no  Man  purflueph^  hut  the  Righteous  are  hold  as 
a  Lion  This  is  remarkable  of  all  the  Self-Mur-^ 
therers  recorded  in  Scripture  :  ""Twas  Wickednett 
that  robb’d  them  of  their  Courage  and  Confidence  ; 
and  the  Want  of  Courage,  joyifd  with  a  Confci- 
oufnefsof  their  own  Demerits,  that  kept  them  al¬ 
ways  in  a  fearful  Expectation  of  Vengeance  5  and 
the  dread  of  this  being  more  bitter  to  them  than 
Death,  they  thought  it  more  eligible,  or  the  lets  E- 
vil  of  the  two,  to  fall  by  their  own  hands,  than  to 
wait  the  ftroke  of  the  Enemy  and  the  Aneenger,  ^Tis 
particularly  obierv'd  of  the  Heroic  King  Saul^  that 
when  he  had  tranfgrefs’d  the  Commandments 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  depart- 
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pd  from  him,  his  wonted  Courage  began  to  fail 
to  Ze  and  more.  This  was  firft  difcoverd, 
when  the  PMUftine  o/  'Gath  pre/ented  hmfelf  to  the 
Amies  of  Ifrael  Morning  and  Evening  for  forty 
Days  together^  and  required  a  Man  to  fight^/mtb 
him.  Then  ’tis  faid,  that  Saul  was  difmay  d  and 
sreatly  afraid  *.  This  afterwards  became  more  vi- 
fible  in  his  many  cruel  and  cowardly  Attempts  to 
kill  David,  his  reputed  Succeflbr ;  and  appear  d  yet 
more  openly  on  Mount  Gilhoa,  when,  upon  view 
of  the  Hoft  of  the  Philijiines,  he  was  afraid,  and  his 
Heart  greatly  trembled  f.  After  this,  when  he  went 
to  confult  the  Witch  at  Endor,  and  heard  from  the 
Mouth  of  Samuel  (whether  real  or  imaginary)  the 
Predidion  of  his  approaching  Fate,  his  Courage 
aird  his  Strength  fail’d  him  at  once :  For  he  fell 
ftraightway  all  along  upon  the  Earth,  and  was  Jore 
afraid,  and  there  was  no  ftrength  in  hm%. 
the  finiftiing  Stroke  was  left  for  himfelf ;  and  he 
never  appear’d  fo  perfedly  void  of  Courage  as 
when  he  defir’d  his  Armour-bearer  to  thruft  him 
thro’  with  a  Sword,  and  upon  his  Refufal,  fell  upon 
his  own,  and  when  that  would  not  do  neither,  call  d 
for  an  Amalekite  to  help  to  put  ah  end  to  his  wretch¬ 
ed  Life  1|.  Flow  inglorious  and  mean-lpirited  was 
it  for  a  King,  the  firft  King  of  Ifrael,  at  the  Head 
of  the  Armies  of  the  Living  God,  firft  to  betake 
himfelf  to  Flight,  and  then  to  Suicide  ?  How  in¬ 
glorious,  for  a  Prince,  worfted  in  the  Field  of  Bat¬ 
tel,  not  to  perilh  by  the  Sword  of  an  Enemy,  but 
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to  fall  by  his  own  ?  Would  it  not  have  been 
much  more  honourable,  and  a  much  greater  Argu¬ 
ment  of  an  heroic  Mind,  to  have  made  a  ftand  a- 
gainft  the  PhiUfiines^  to  have  continu’d  fighting, and 
when  fure  to  die,  to  have  refblv’d 
not  to  die  alone  :  Or,  if  he  mufi;  be  taken  alive, 
would  it  not  have  been  more  commendable  and 
valorous,  to  have  chofen  Chains,  Captivity  and  the 
worft  of  Perfecutions,  rather  than  to  fhun  them  by 
fb  ignoble  a  Means  ?  But  he  had  loft  his  Integrity 
and  his  Courage,  together  ;  and  no  wonder  then, 
if  at  laft  he  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  his  own  Cowardice. 

thirdly j  That  Self-Murther  is  an  Argument  or 
Confequence  of  Cowardice,  will  appear  from  hence, 
becaufe  ’tis  a  tame  and  diftionourablc  fiibmitting 
and  yielding  to  our  grand  Adverfary  the  Devil. 
Other  Sins  may  proceed  only  from  the  Allurements 
of  the  World,  or  from  Mens  own  corrupt  Inclina¬ 
tions  ;  but  this  is  owing  to  a  dired:  Aflault  of  the 
Devil,  who  was  a  Murtherer  from  the  beginnings  and 
fb  continues  to  this  very  Day  :  And,  1  verily  be¬ 
lieve,  there  is  fcarce  any  deliberate  Murther  com¬ 
mitted,  but  that  he  has  a  principal  Hand  in  it.  He 
is  an  old  experienc’d  Warrior,  throughly  vers’d  in 
all  the  Arts  and  Methods  of  Slaughter  ,  that  has  a 
thoufand  Baits  and  Stratagems,  in  the  way  of  Strife 
and  Contention,  or  of  Impurity  and  Intemperance, 
to  tempt  unwary  Souls  to  cut  off  the  Thread  of 
Life,  and  fhorten  the  Day  of  Grace.  Thefe  are 
fbme  of  his  round-about  indired  Methods,  by  which 
the  Brisk  and  Sanguine  are  enfnar’d,  by  which  he 
hath  caft  down  many  wounded,  yea,  many  ftrong 
Men  have  been  flain  by  him.  But  ’tis  againft  the 
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Melancholy  and  the  Miferable,  againft  thole  who 
are  repining  at  the  Courfe  of  Providence,  and  im¬ 
patient  under  it,  that  he  more  diredlly  plants  his 
Batteries,  and  makes  his  formal  Attacks.  Upon 
theie  he  makes  his  Approaches  in  fomewhat  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner:  he  plies  them  continually 

with  frefh  Arguments  and  Motives  to  heighten  and 
increafe  their  Uneafinefs  and  Difcontent  ;  and  (if 
he  can  help  it)  won't  fuffer  their  Thoughts  to  dwell 
upon  any  thing  elfe  j  and  then  fuggefts  to  them  the 
Riddance  of  Life,  as  the  only  Expedient  to  get  rid 
of  their  prelent  Miferies.  At  this,  perhaps,  they 
may  ftartle,  and  boggle  for  a  time  ,  but  while  they 
negled  to  make  a  Ipeedy  and  vigorous  Refiftance, 
he  renews  the  Attack  with  greater  force,  takes  from 
them  by  degrees  all  their  Armour,  in  which  they 
might  have  trufted,  defpoils  them  of  the  Shield  of 
Faith  (that  beft  Defence  againft  his  fiery  Darts)  of 
the  Helmet  of  Salvation,  and  the  Sword  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  5  and  having  thus  dilarm'd  them  of  all  their  of- 
fenfive  and  defenfive  Weapons,  he  makes  an  eafy 
Prey  of  them,  and  leads  them  Captive  at  his  Will. 
And  now  is  it  Courage  to  yield  to  fuch  an  Enemy 
as  this  ;  to  throw  down  our  Arms  without  ftrikiiig 
one  Blow,  or  making  any  vigorous  refiftance,  when 
we  are  fure,  by  fuch  a  Refiftance  to  make  him  ftee 
before  us  Is  it  honourable  to  lubmit  to  the  baieft 
Slavery,  when  we  may,  by  our  Courage  and  Con- 
ftancy,  aifert  and  maintain  a  moft  glorious  Free¬ 
dom  ?  Let  none  then  be  tempted  (by  any  confident 
Aflertions  or  plaufible  Infinuations  to  efteem  it  any 
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part  of  Courage,  Fortitude  or  Glory,  to  joyn  with 
the  grand  Adverfary  of  Mankind,  in  the  very  worft 
part  of  his  Charafter  j  or  to  be  employ'd  in  an  Of¬ 
fice  that  is  peculiarly  his,  by  a  Prefcription  almoft  as 
old  as  the  World.  If  there  be  any  thing  of  Cou¬ 
rage  and  Fortitude  in  JVilful  Murther^  the  Honour 
of  it  all  belongs  to  him  ;  and  therefore  let  not  Man 
aflume  what  is  the  foie  Right  and  Property  of 
the  Devil.  In  fine,  all  that  can  be  alledg'd  to  the 
contrary  of  what  I  have  obfev’d,  is  that  ieeming 
Appearance  of  Courage  or  Boldnels,  in  the  laft 
Stroke  or  fatal  Execution  j  which,  whatever  it  be, 
is,  I  make  no  queftion,  to  be  afcrib'd  wholly  to  the 
Aids  and  Affiftances  of  the  Wicked  One  ,  who,  as 
he  firft  makes  ufe  of  Mens  want  of  true  Courage 
for  the  carrying  on  his  murtherous  Defign,  lo 
he  will  be  Eire  to  fupply  them  with  a  competent 
Meafure  of  Relblution,  when  the  dark  and  dread¬ 
ful  Hour  is  approaching. 

By  this  time,I  prefume,!  have  made  it  pretty  evi¬ 
dent, that  there’s  nothing  of  true  Courage,  but  a  great 
deal  of  Cowardice  in  the  Aft  of  Self-Murther.  But  as 
the  want  of  Courage  will  not  always  do  the  bufinefs 
nor  always  anfwer  the  Devil’s  Intent,  there  muft  be 
fomething  of  Atheifm  or  Infidelity^  to  blind  the  Eyes 
of  the  Mind,  and  hinder  the  Self-Mmtherer  from 
looking  beyond  the  Grave,  or  taking  a  view  of  the 
direful  Confequences  of  his  fatal  Furpole.  Which  is 

C^O  The  other  affignable  Caufc  for  the  Frequen¬ 
cy  of  this  Faft;  and  which,  I  believe,  will  fcarce  be 
deny’d  or  difputed  by  any  j  and  therefore  there  will 
be  the  lefs  occafion  for  Enlargement.  The  Letter- 
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writer’s  Reprelentation  of  Philanders  rujhing  out  of 
Life^  in  the  midfl  of  cin  affluent  Income^  ‘with  ci  cheuT'^ 
ful  Hearty  and  without  one  particular  Bifcontent^  is 
perfeftly  chimericalj  and  all  over  Romantick ;  fince 
no  fuch  Inftance  in  a  Chriftian  Country  ever  was, 
or  ever  can  be.  Nothing  but  a  vehement  Defire  of 
a  Difchargc  from  prefent  Mifery,  or  of  enjoying  a 
greater  Happinefsthan  this  Life  affords,  can  prompt 
a  Man  to  commit  fuch  a  violent  AcS  upon  himfelf . 
But  whoever  is  influenc’d  by  the  former  Motive,  if 
he  believes  a  future  State  of  Rewards  and  Punifh- 
ments,  muft  know  affuredly,  that  the  method  he 
is  taking  to  get  rid  of  Mifery,  will  only  enlarge 
and  perpetuate  it ;  and  that  all  he  has  fuffer  d  hi¬ 
therto,  is  only  the  Beginning  of  Sorrows.  And  is 
it  poflible  then,  for  a  Man  in  his  Wits,  or  with  fuch 
a  fenfe  of  things  about  him,  cooly  and  deliberately 
to  deftroy  himfelf  ?  And  then,  for  the  other  Motive, 
or  Defirc  of  greater  Happinefs,  this  is  as  impoflible 
as  the  former :  For  whoever  really  and  actually  be¬ 
lieves  a  future  State,  caif  t  poflibly  be  tempted  by  the 
Hopes  or  Defire  of  a  greater  Happinefs  in  that  State 
to  commit  Violence  upon  himfelf ,  becaufe  he  muft 
be  fenfible  at  the  fame  time,  that  hereby,  inftead 
of  gaining  his  Point,  and  fulfilling  his  Defire,  he 
would  deprive  himfelf  of  the  Happinefs  he  fought, 
and  difappoint  himfelf  of  the  Hope  he  entertain  d  • 
So  that  ’tis  morally  impoflible  for  a  Man  endu’d 
with  true  Faith^  ever  to  be  guilty  of  this  Crime* 
And  of  this,  the  old  Murtherer  of  Mankind  is  fb  well 
aware,  that  whenever  he  tempts  Men  to  be  their 
own  Executioners,  he  always  takes  care  to  keep  the 
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Curtain  drawn,  to  clofe  the  Eye  of  Faith  (as  Wo¬ 
men  fhut,  or  turn  away  theirs  when  going  to  be 
Weeded)  that  lb  they  may  neither  fee,  nor  remem¬ 
ber,  nor  confider  any  thing  of  a  future  State.  And 
as  he  cheated  our  Firft  Parents,  with  relpedt  to  the 
firft  Death,  the  DilTolution  of  the  Body,  by  his  ly¬ 
ing  AlTertion,  Te  Jhall  not  furely  dye ;  lb  he  does  the 
Self-Murtherer,  by  making  him  believe,  without  a- 
ny  grounds,  that  he  fhall  not  incur  the  fecond  Death, 
the  Lois  of  his  Soul ,  whereas  God  has  exprefily 
declar’d.  At  the  hmid  of  Man  will  1  requite  the  Life 
of  Man  %  and  confequently  of  the  Self-Murtherer 
his  own  Life  ,  and  the  realbn  given,  is,  for  in  the 
Image  of  God  made  he  Man^  and  this  Image  is  de- 
llroy’d  by  the  Self-Murtherer ,  and  fince  he  is  not 
punifliable  by  the  Sword  of  Juftice  in  this  Life,  he 
mull  fall  into  the  hands  of  God,  and  be  punilh’d  in 
the  next.  So  that,  of  all  Sinners,  the  Self-Murther- 
j  er  is  plainly  the  great  eft  Infidel^  as  well  the  great- 
I  eft  Coward^  lince  he  has  not  fufficient  ftrengtH  of 
Mind  to  bear  up  under  the  little  Evils  of  this  World, 
that  can  hurt  only  the  Body  ;  and  yet  is  lb  wretch¬ 
edly  blind,  lb  ftupidly  ignorant,*  and  fb'defp*^^ tely 
harden’d,  as  to  let  at  nought  the  Threatening'^  of 
the  Almighty,  to  run  upon  the  thick.  Bojfes  of  his 
Bucklers^  as  Job  Ipeaks  f,  and  to  de^  as  it  were. 
Omnipotent  Vengeance  to  do  its  worft  upon  him. 
Or  if  he  has  any  Faith,  or  believes  any  thing  of  a 
future  State,  he  may  more  properly  be  laid,  than  . 
any  other  Sinner,  Vivus  V'denfque  perire^  to  have  ‘ 
j  made  a  Covenant  with  Death  and  Hell,  to  court 
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Perdition,  and  to  rulh  with  open  Eyes,  into  the  hot- 
tomleC  Lake  of  Fire  that  never  fliall  be  quench’d. 
But  as  no  Man  can  poflibly  choole  Evil  as  Evil, 
but  under  the  Appearance  of  ibme  Good,  ’tis  more 
juft  and  rational  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Self-Murther- 
er  has  no  fenfe  at  all  of  the  future  Terrors  of  the 
Lord,  in  that  dreadful  Hour  of  Tryal  5  but  is  given 
up  (by  the  righteous  Judgment  of  God)  to  ftrong 
Delufions,  to  believe  whatever  the  Father  of  Lyes 
lhall  then  luggeft  to  him  ;  that  therefore  he  has  no 
certain  Perfhafion  of  a  Judgment  to  come,  no 
adual  Belief  or  Reflexion,  that  any  prefent  Sin 
unrepented  of  is  damnable,  that  this  in  particular 
is  incapable  of  Repentance,  and  confequently  of 
Pardon,  or  that  the  Remedy  he  is  going  to  make 
ufe  of  will  prove  infinitely  worle  than  the 
Difeafe  it  felf,  fince  it  can  ferve  to  no  other  end 
than  to  make  his  Cafe  immenfely  and  irrecoverably 
wretched,  and  to  tranflate  him  from  Temporal  to 
Eternal  Torments. 

Such  is  the  forlorn  and  hopelels  State  of  the 
Self-Murtherer,  who  is  guilty  of  the  moft  monftrous 
Abfurdities  both  in  Theory  and  Pradice,  thinking 
to  obtain  a  Releafe  from  Mifery,  by  making  hafte 
to  arrive  at  the  very  Source  and  Region  of  all  Mi¬ 
fery,  excluding  himfelf  from  the  Mercy  of  God,  by 
Ihewing  no  Mercy  to  himfelf,  flying  inglorioufly 
from  little  Dangers,  and  rulhing  unconcernedly  into 
the  moft  formidable  Evils.  So  little  Influence  has 
that  great  and  amazing  Motive  of  the  Gofpel,  the 
Threatening  of  Eternal  Vengeance  to  the  Impeni¬ 
tent,  upon  a  Mind  devoted  to  Self-Deftrudion.  Ac-d 
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yet  this  is  the  grand  Motive  and  Argument  ftilJ ; 
which  (whether  Men  will  hear^  or  whether  they  will 
forbear)  ought  ever  to  be  urg’d  on  this  occafion  , 
tho’  I  obferve,  that  Religious  Principles  and  Perfua-* 
fives,  even  when  moft  proper  and  requifite,  are  now 
induftrioufly  laid  afide,  to  make  way  for  philofb- 
phical  Reafonings.  The  Author  of  the  Letter  ui> 
der  Confideration  attempts  to  diffuade  Men  from 
Suicide  by  Ibme  Flourifhes  of  Oratory,  and  artful 
Defcants  on  the  Will  and  Providence  of  God,  which, 
however  elegant  or  pleafing  to  Ibme,  are  no  Ar¬ 
mour  of  Proof  in  this  cafe.  To  labour  in  the  moft 
beautiful  Language,  to  convince  a  Man,  under  the 
moft  violent  Temptation,  of  what  he  knows  alrea¬ 
dy,  and  tho’  well  known,  has  no  force  to  hinder  his 
Compliance,  is  betraying  our  Caufe,  and  our  Friend 
too.  If  we  have  nothing  more  forcible  to  urge,  wc 
had  better  be  filent.  There’s  not  a  Robber,  Adul¬ 
terer,  or  Murtherer,  but  knows  full  well,  that  he 
abts  contrary  to  the  Will  of  his  Maker.  Thefe 
thingrs  are  manifeft  to  all  ;  and  to  tell  either  of  thefe 

O  *' 

that  he  ought  not  to  do  what  he  does,  becaufe  ’tis 
difpleafing  to  God,  and  difagreeable  to  his  Will,  fig* 
nifies  no  more  to  fuch  Perfbns,  than  if  you  fhould 
tell  a  Mad-man  that  he  afts  and  fpeaks  without 
Reafon.  In  fhort,  there’s  not  a  Man  (let  him  pre¬ 
tend  what  he  will,  or  wink  never  fb  hard)  but  is  coii- 
vinc’d  of  the  Obliquity  and  Sinfulnefs  of  fiich  Prac¬ 
tices.  But  this  Author,  neglecting,  or  letting  afide 
all  the  powerful  Diffuafives  from  Scripture,  attacks 
the  Self-Murtherer,  or  the  Perfbn  under  the  Temp¬ 
tation  of  deftroying  himfelf,  with  this  fmgle  Argu¬ 
ment,  That  he  thwarts  the  Defigns  of  Providence, 
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and  a61:s  contrary  to  the  Will  of  his  Creator^  which 
(however  good  in  it  felf)  will  prove  to  fuch  a  one, 
like  the  Bands  and  Withs  of  Sampfon^  not  able  to 
tye  his  Hands,  or  prevent  the  Defigns  of  the  Wic¬ 
ked  One  upon  him.  But  fo  it  is,  when  Men  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  wifer  than  God,  defpife  his  plain  Decla-^ 
rations  and  'Denunciations  againft  Sin,  and  think 
their  accurate  and  philolbphical  way  of  Reafbn- 
ing  has  more  Force  and  Power  in  it  to  reftrain  the 
Prefumption  of  Sinners,  and  the  Exorbitancy  of 
Vice,  than  the  Thunder  of  his  Words,  and  the  Ter¬ 
ror  of  his  Judgments.  Thofe  two  fhort  Sentences, 
SuTely  youT  Blood  of  youT  Lin^es  will  1  rcciuife^^  and 
E:Acept  ye  vepent^  ye  Jhall  perijh  t,  contain  a  greater 
Number  of  Arguments,  and  carry  more  Force  and 
Fmergy  in  them,  than  a  whole  Volume  of  fuch  Rea- 
fonings  as  this  Author  has  produc’d.  Not  that  I 
deny,  however,  but  that  he  has  fet  off  the  Argument 
he  took  in  hand  with  Eloquence,  and  to  advantage : 
But  fine  Words,  and  elegant  Turns  will  not  do  the 
bufinefs  here ;  there  muft  be  fomething  more  keen 
and  piercing,  more  fblid  and  fubftantial.  Old  Eli  s 
Reproof  was,  no  doubt,  commendable  in  it  felf  3  but 
apply’d  to  his  two  profligate  Sons,  prov’d  too  cold 
and  lifelefs  to  work  a  Reformation  in  them,  or  to 
ward  off  the  Judgments  of  God  from  himfelf 

And  as  the  Arguments  of  this  Author  againft 
Suicide  are  lame,  languid  and  defedive  in  the  moft 
material  Points  of  all  3  fo  the  Advices  and  Directi¬ 
ons  that  have  been  given  by  others  in  this  Cafe,  are 
not  alw^ays  fo  fuitable  to  the  Occafion,  as  might  be 
wifli’d.  What  I  chiefly  blame  in  thofe  I  have  feen 
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already,  is,  that  they  are  either  too  tedious  and 
prolix,  fluffy  with  too  great  a  Variety  of  Argu¬ 
ments  and  Motives,  and  fitter  to  keep  Men  at  a 
Diflance  from,  than  to  relieve  them  under  the  Tem- 
tation  ;  or  not  clofe  and  applicable  enough  to  the 
prefent  Diftrefs.  To  remedy  both  which  Inconveni- 
encies,  as  they  appear  to  me,  I  fhall  lay  down  thefe 
three  Diredlions,  either  of  which  by  it  felf,  may 
poflibly  be  fuflicient  to  repel  the  Temptation^  but 
all  together,  I  think,  will  be  as  a  threefold  Cord  to 
bind  the  ftrong  Man,  and  hinder  him  from  execu¬ 
ting  his  murtherous  Defign.  The  Firfl  is.  That  the 
Perfon  tempted  do  make  known  to  fbme  Friend  or 
other  the  Temptation  he  labours  under  of  deflroy- 
ing  himfelf,  and  that  he  defire  his  Friend,  not.only 
to  affifl  him  in  this  dreadful  Hour  of  Tryal,  with 
his  Counfel  and  beft  Advice ;  but  that  he  fet  a 
Watch  over  him,  and  fecure  him  (if  poffible)  from 
yielding  to  the  Temptation.  Secondly^  That  he  be 
fure  to  continue  to  refift  the  Temptation,  to  refifl 
even  unto  Blood,  to  refill  flill,  tho’  the  Sollicitations 
of  the  Devil,  and  his  own  Inclinations  be  never  fo 
vehement  upon  him  ,  hecaufe  by  this  means  he  is 
abfolutely  lure  of  a  Vidory  at  lafl.  I  don’t  doubt 
but  that  all  Self-Murtherers  have  fbme  flruggle 
with  themfelves,  and  make  fbmething  of  a  refiflance 
at  firfl  3  but  then  ’tis  either  too  feeble,  .or  too 
fhort,  they  want  a  little  more  of  Refblution  and 
Perfeverance.  I  remember,  I  have  read  fbmewhere 
of  an  eminently  good  Man  (I  think,  ’twas  Lutber J 
that  was  under  the  mofl  violent  Temptation  of  thivS 
kind,  and  his  P^eafon  fo  clouded  and  over-power’d 
V  G  2 
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by  the  preffing  and  inceflant  Importunities  of  the 
Devil  to  dilpatch  himfelf,  that  he  was  not  in  a  Ca¬ 
pacity  of  recolledling  any  other  Argument,  or  ufing 
any  other  Faflage  of  Scripture  in  this  terrible  Exi¬ 
gency,  than  this  one  Ihort  Sentence,  'thou  jbalt_  not 
kill,  which  he  kept  continually  repeating,  and  by 
that  means  at  laft  vanquilh’d  the  T empter.  fT bird- 
ly,  I  would  advife  the  Perfon  under  this  Tryal,  to 
apply  himfelf  moft  eameftly  to  God  by  Prayer, (and 
if  he  has  made  his  Cafe  known  to  any  Friend,  to 
beg  his  Prayers  likewife,  and  the  Prayers  of  the 
Church>  and  if  he  do  this  fincerely  and  perfevenng- 
ly  (tho’  otherwife never foimperfedly)  I  mean,  with 
an  hearty  Defire  and  Endeavour  to  get  rid  of  the 
Temptation,  I  may  venture  to  promife  him,  that  he 
fhall  not  fail  of  Succefs.  God  will  fooner  work  a 
Miracle,  than  fuffer  fuch  a  one  to  be  foil’d  by  the 
Devil,  who  labours  with  all  his  Might,  and  begs  the 
AlTiftance  of  Heaven  to  refcue  him-from  the  Dan¬ 
ger  of  committing  a  moll  grievous  anddamnable  Sin.  _ 
If  a  Man  has  this  Armour  by  him  in  the  Day  o 
Tryal,  there’s  no  great  fear  of  the  Enemy  ;  but  if  he 
neglcdfs  to  provide,  or  to  make  ufe  of  it,  there  s  no 
Remedy  in  Nature  or  Grace  for  him  ;  but  fall  he 
muft  an  eafy  Prey  to  the  Deftroyer,  and  a  bloody 
Viftim  to  his  own  Cowardice.  While  he  keeps  the 
Matter  clofe  to  himfelf  j  while  he  is  tamely  fob* 
mitting  more  and  more  every  Day,  or  but  faintly 
refifts  the  Affaults  of  the  Tempter  ;  while  he  neg- 
ledirs  to  pray  for  himfelf,  or  to  defire  the  Prayers  of 
others  for  him,  he  is  treading  upon  the  very  Brink 
of  Eternal  Ruin.  ’Tis  neceflary  forely  in  this  moft 
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dangerous  and  important  Combat,  to  put  m  the 
whole  Armour  of  God.  But  at  prefent  I  diredt  to  no 
more  than  a  ftout  and  vigorous  Refiftance,  with  the 
moft  fure  and  certain  Hope  of  Succefs,  founded  on 
the  Promile  of  God  ^  ;  to  the  Advice  of  fome 
pious  and  prudent  Friend,  in  this  arduous  Affair, 
and  moft  perplexing  Exigency  ;  and  to  the  never- 
failing  Prevalency  of  fervent  Prayer.  And  as  to 
this  laft,  confider  particularly  that  Saying  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour  to  Peter j  Simon,  Simon,  behold  Satan  hath  de^ 
fired  to  ha^e  thee.^  and-  to  fift  thee  as  Wheat  ;  but  I 
have  prayed  for  thee^  that  thy  Faith  fail,  not  f.  With¬ 
out  this  Prayer  he  muft  have  perifti'd  ;  and  by  the 
Efficacy  of  this  Prayer,  he  was,  after  his  great  Fall, 
reduc’d  to  a  State  of  Repentance.  Judas  had  no 
Prayer  offer’d  for  him,  and  therefore  fell  into  De- 
fpair,  and  from  Defpair  into  Self-DefiruWion.  Had 
he  confefs’d  his  Sin  to  the  Saviour  of  the  World, 
and  implor’d  his  Pardon  and  Mercy,  ’tis  poffible  he 
might  have  been  fav’d  :  But  as  his  fhameful  Cove- 
toufhefs  when  an  Apoftle,  his  wilful  premeditated 
Treafbn  againft  the  Lord  of  Life,  and  his  final  Im- 
penitency  and  Defpair,  render’d  him  the  moft  ac- 
complifh’d  Sinner  that  ever  was  upon  Earth  j  fb, 
for  the  moft  exemplary  Temporal  Punifhment,God 
fuffer’d  him  to  fall  by  his  own  Hands.  Take  heed 
then  of  filling  up  the  Meafure  of  your  Iniquity  and 
Mifery  at  once,  by  complying  with  this  laft  Temp¬ 
tation  :  For  a  farther  Security  againft  which,  I  de- 
fign  (God  willing)  hereafter  to  fubjoyn  fbme  few 
Confiderations,  and  fliort  Forms  of  Prayer,  fiiitable 
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to  the  melancholy  Occafion.  In  the  mean  while,  the 
following  Soliloquy  or  Meditation,  may,  by  the 
Bleffing  of  God  (to  which  I  recommend  all  that  has 
been  faid)  prove  of  fome  ufe  and  fervice  to  a  Perfon 
labouring  under  this  frightful  Temptation  :  From 
which  the  good  Lord  deliver  us  all ! 

I  find,  !  have  brought  myfelf  to  the  laft  degree 
of  Difcontent ;  I  am  full  of  Heavinefs,  and  my 
“  Heart  is  full  of  Trouble  ;  my  Life  is  become  a 
Burthen  to  me ,  I  am  weary  of  it,  I  loath  it,  I 
abhor  it.  And  what  remedy  can  I  find  againft 
luch  grievous  unwieldy  Preflures  ?  That  which 
is  now  propos'd,  and  urg'd  vehemently  upon  me, 
‘‘  is  a  voluntary  Death  ,  but  this  is  a  Remedy  pre- 
fcrib'd  by  my  grand  Adverfary  ,  not  by  the  Phy- 
fician,  but  by  the  Deftroyer  of  Souls.  This  is  a 
Remedy  ten  thoufand  times  worfe  than  all  that  ! 
feel  already.  MyAdverfary  theDeviljas  a  roaring 
Lion,  is  now  leeking  to  devour  me,  whom  I  am 
commanded  to  refift  fteadfaft  in  the  Faith  and 
am  confident,  that  if  I  fo  refift,he  cannot  hurt  me  ^ 
becaufe  I  have  the  Promife  of  him  who  is  Truth 
‘‘  it  felf,  that  if  I  refill  the  Devil,  he  lhall  at  laft  flee 
«  from  me  t  i  ^  Vidbory,  all  my 

Difcontents  may  flee  away  too  j  fince  thele,  no 
«  doubt,  are  all  highly  aggravated  and  magnify 'd 
by  this  Difturber  and  Deftroyer  of  Souls.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  know,  I  am  utterly  and  irreco- 
«  verably  undone,  if  I  comply  ;  and  yet  the  very 


*  I  Pet*  5-9*  t  James  4. 

Temp-* 


of  Govoardice  and  dthetfm:  jc 

“  Temptation  js  more  grievous  and  uneafy  to 
“  me,  than  all  the  other  fad  Circumftances  put  to- 
“  gether.  However,  if  I  get  rid  of  That  (as  I 
“  am  iure  to  do,  by  a  vigorous  Refiftancej  I  may 
“  free  my  felf  from  all  at  once.  This  will  certain- 
“  ly  engage  the  Divine  Favour  in  my  Refcue,  De- 
“  liverance  and  Protedion :  If  not,  I  had  better 
“  perilh  by  God’s  Hand,  ttian  by  my  own  j  better 
“  endure  this  T orment  of  Mind  for  ten  or  twenty 
“  Years  together,  than  fuffer  the  fame,  or  infinitely 
“  worfe,  thro’  a  whole  Eternity  of  Ages.  For  can 
"  I  entertain  fuch  a  vain  Hope,  or  be  guilty  of 
“  fuch  egregious  Abfurdity,  as  ever  to  imagine  that 
I  lhall  find  reft  to  my  Soul,  or  a  Conclufion  of 
“  my  Mifery,  by  an  Adion  that  will  infallibly  con- 
“  firm,  enlarge  and  perpetuate  it,  without  Remedy, 
“  without  Mealiire,  without  End  ?  Noj  I  will  re- 

“  fift,  even  unto  Blood,  and  refift  fb  long,  till  I 
have  gain  d  a  final  and  complete  Conoueft. 
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The  EfFed:  of  ^ 

Cowardice  and  Atheifin.  ^ 

S  the  Obfervations  already  made  on 
the  foregoing  Subjed:,  concerning  the 
Nature  of  Cout^^^  and  Cow^y'dice^^'^^ 
the  Diftindion  between  Adlive  and 
Pajjive  Courage,  are,  in  a  great  mea- 
liire,  applicable  to  the  Cafe  of  Duellings  my  Work 
will  be  the  ftiorter  here  :  And  therefore  without 
repeating  what  has  been  laid,  1  proceed  diredly  to 
prove,  in  the  firft  place,  by  fome  plain  and  pofitive 
Arguments,  that  Duelling  is  an  Ad  and  Inftance  o 
Cowardice.  I  would  not  be  miftaken,  however,  as 
if  I  hereby  intended  to  affert,  that  all  Perfons  who 
are  unfortunately  engag  d  in  Duels.^  are  naturally 
Cowards.  No  ^  tho’  I  had  good  reafon  and  fuffici- 
ent  grounds  to  affirm  this  univerfaliy  of  all  Self* 
Murtherers  ^  I  Ihould  fpeak  contrary  to  my  own  Sen¬ 
timents,  if  I  prefum’d  to  affirm  the  fame  of  all  Dur 
ellifts  :  The  Charge  I  bring,  being  not  diredly  a- 
gainft  the  Perfons,  but  againft  the  Ad  ^  which  al¬ 
ways  proceeds  from  Cowardice,  as  one  principal 
Caufe,tho’  the  Perfons  may  not,  except  in  this  one 

particular  Inftance,  be  chargeable  therewith.  As 
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no  unufiial  thing,  perhaps,  for  a  real  Cowatd  to 
be  engag’d  in  a  Duel ,  fo  ’tis  poffible,  if  not,  alas ! 
too  common,  for  a  Man  of  true  Bravery  to  ad:  the 
Coward  in  this  relped:.  A  Comparilon  or  two  rr^ay 
make  this  plainer.  Eucrates^  a  Perfcn  of  ftrift 
Sobriety,  and  always  upon  his  guard  againft  all  Tem¬ 
ptations  to  Intemperance,  was  yet  once  in  his  Life* 
time,  by  the  prefling  Importunity  of  lome  agreea¬ 
ble  Company,  overtaken  in  a  downright  Ad:  of 
Drunkennefs,  which  greatly  endanger’d  his  Life. 
Anorgus  is  a  Man  of  a  very  meek  and  mild  Diipo- 
fition,  has  a  great  Command  of  his  Paflions,  and  is 
never  known  to  be  ruffl’d  or  difcompos’d  by  any 
outward  Accident,  or  to  relent  any  Injury,  Affront 
or  Provocation,  except  it  be,  when  he  is  injurioufly 
charg’d  (contrary  to  all  Truth  and  Modefty)  with 
being  a  very  hafty,  paflionate  and  angry  Man. 
This  groundlefs  Calumny  has  indeed  been  obferv’d 
more  than  once,  to  miove  him  to  a  great  degree,  and 
to  temj>t  him  to  dilcover  (in  this  one  particular 
Cale)  the  very  thing  he  is  charg’d  with.  Let  us 
now  view  the  Duellift  in  the  lame  Light.  A  Man 
of  a  truly  brave  and  heroic  Spirit,  that  fcorns  to  do 
a  mean  or  bale  thing,  and  yet  can’t  brook  the  Name 
of  Coward^  or  bear  the  thoughts  of  being  lo  efteem’d, 
is  in  danger  of  being  led  away  by  the  prepofterous 
Application,  and  magical  Force  of  Words,  to  play 
the  very  Coward  indeed.  For  fince  the  ncgledling 
to  demand  the  modiih  Satisfadtion  of  the  Times  for 
every  petty,  orleeming  Offence,  and  refufing  to  Hake 
Life  and  Soul  at  the  Point  of  a  Sword,  in  Anfwer  to 
every  Challenge  that  lhall  be  given,  is  thought  fuf- 

ficient  now-a-days  (in  defiance  of  all  Senle  and  Rea- 
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foil)  to  derive  upon  a  Man,  efpecially  a  military 
Man,  the  odious  and  vilifying  Appellation  of  aCw- 
ard  ;  Men  of  true  Honour  and  Fortitude,  for  want 
of  due  and  timely  Refledion,  may  foon  be  carry ’d 
down  the  Stream  of  popular  Error,  and  be  apt  to 
look  upon  That  as  a  diftinguiihing  Mark  of  Valor? 
which  proceeds  from  nothing  elfe  but  Littlenefs  of 
Mind,  and  to  afcribe  that  to  Fufillanimity,  which  is 
rather  an  Argument  of  true  Greatnels  of  Soul.  For 
let  the  World  think  or  fay  what  it  will,  he  is  the 
trueft  Hero,  who  fcorns  to  do  an  ill  Thing,  only  to 
avoid  an  ill  Name as  he  is  the  Coward  indeed,who 
leaves  the  Subftance  to  catch  at  the  Shadow,  and 
hopes  to  avoid  the  Imputation  of  Coward  ce,  and 
to  acquire  the  Reputation  of  Bravery,  by  doing 
what  is  become,  indeed,  too  plaufible  and  falhio- 
nable,  but  is,  in  reality,  one  of  the  bafeft  and  moft 
cowardly  things  in  Nature.  For  fuch,  in  truth,  is 
every  Irtftance  of  DuelU'.g^  as  I  fhall  now  diftindly 
prove  from  the  few  following  Confiderations,  which 
are  principally  calculated  and  intended  for  the  Con- 
vidion  and  Service  of  thole  of  the  Better  Sort,  who 
ftill  retain  juft  Sentiments  of  Religion,  Honour  and 
Vertue  3  and  not  for  the  Rakes  and  Bullies  of  the 
Town,  that  are  got  beyond  the  reach  of  Argu¬ 
ment.  Thefe  therefore,  I  leave  out  of  the  Quefti- 
on  ^  but  with  othefs  I  argue  thus. 

( I .)  DtielUng  evidently  difcovers  a  want  of  Cou¬ 
rage  3  becaufe  ftis  a  maniteft  Inconformity  to  the 
Divine  Pattern ,  or  an  ading  diametrically  oppolite 
to  the  Divine  Gobdnels.  God  is  flrong  and  patient^ 
and  God  is  provoked  every  day  He  has  Strength 
Plalm  7.  i2. 
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and  Power,  and  (if  I  might  be  allow’d  the  Expref- 
Con)  Courage  enough  to  avenge  himfelf  of  his  grea« 
teft  Adverfaries  ,  and  yet  he  forbears  them,  and 
exercifes  much  Long-luffering  towards  them.  He 
does  not  take  prefent  advantage  againft  them,  but 
gives  them  time  to  bethink  and  recolleft  themfelves, 
to  fue  for  Pardon,  and  make  their  Peace.  Now 
there  is  no  Quality  commendable  in  Man,  but  what 
is  a  Copy  or  Imitation  of  fome  divine  Perfection  • 
and  as  God  is  the  Fountain  of  all  Honour,  fb  every 
Man  is  fb  far  honourable,  and  no  farther,  than  as 
he  is,  more  or  lefs,  conformable  to  this  Supreme 
Pattern  of  all  Excellency  and  Perfection  ,  no  far¬ 
ther,  than  as  in  fome  meafure  he  reprefents  God  ; 
even  as  an  inferiour  Magiftratc  is  no  farther  honou¬ 
rable,  in  a  civil  refpeCt,  than  as  he  partakes  of  the 
Power,  and  reprefents  the  Perfbn  of  the  King.  But 
now,  even  in  God  himfelf,  no  Attribute  appears  fo 
lovely,  or  fb  glorioufly,  as  his  Mercy  or  Goodnefs. 
This  is  that  Perfection  of  his,  which  is  of  greateft 
Excellence  :  This  is  his  Grandeur  and  hisGlory,and 
that  which  he  moft  glories  in,  and  is  moft  concern’d 
to  vindicate  ;  and  that  too,  wherein  a  patient  and 
merciful  Man  does  more  particularly  refemble  him. 
And  therefore  (as  an  ingenious  Author  ob/erves) 
the  Court  of  Honour  muft  not  take  it  amifs,  if  upon 
this  account  we  conclude  the  sfood  and  merciful 

o 

Man  more  truly  Honourable,  than  any  of  thofe,who 
upon  the  fcore  of  Birth,  Quality,  Fortune,  or  any 
other  Pretence,  aflume  that  Title.  All  the  other 
Sons  of  Honour  reprefent  fbme  lower  Perfections  of 
God  5  as  the  Man  of  Knowledge  and  Learning 
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reprefents  the  Wifdom  of  God,  the  Man  of  Quality 
his  Greatnefs,  the  Man  of  Strength  his  Power,  and 
the  Man  of  Authority  his  Regality  ;  but  the  pati¬ 
ent  and  merciful  Man  reprefents  the  Morality  of 
his  Nature,  his  Goodnefs  and  Righteoufnefs  i  which 
is  the  Flower  of  his  Perfedions,  that  which  brings 
moft  Honour  and  Glory  to  himfelf,  and  confequent- 
ly  to  the  Man  who  in  this  part  refembles  him.  But 
when  Men  contend  in  mutual  Affronts,  and  when 
the  Thing  each  aims  at,  is  to  have  the  Blood  and 
Life  of  his  Antagonift,  where  is  the  Honour  of  fuch 
Contention  *  ?  Is  this  tofeek  the  Honour  thatcom- 
eth  from  God  only,  who  is  the  Fountain  of  all  Ho¬ 
nour  ?  Is  this  ading  in  conformity  to  the  Pattern 
of  their  Heavenly  Father,  who  maketb  Tots  Sun  to 
rife  on  the  Evil  and  on  the  Good,  and  fendetb  Rain  on 

the  Juft  and  on  the  Unjuft  ? 

(2.)  The  Duellifl:  may  be  argu’d  of  want  of  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Courage,  from  his  Nonconformity  to  the 
Example  of  his  Prince.  ’Tis  a  Princely  Thing  to 
pafs  by  a  Tranfgreffion  ;  and  the  Laws  of  our  Land 
which  adjudge  and  proportion  Punifhments  to  the 
Nature,  4«ality,  and  Demerits  of  every  Crime,  do 
not  inflift  any  greater  Penalty  on  thofe  who  are 
guilty  of  flanderous,  opprobrious  or  contumelious 
Words  againft  the  Perfon  and  Dignity  of  the  King’s 
Majefty,  or  againft  any  other  Words,  fhortof  High 
Trealon,  than  Fine  or  Imprifbnment,  01  the  like. 
And  how  common  is  it  for  Kings  to  pardon  their 
Subje<fts,  even  for  downright  Treafon  and  Rebelli- 

*  Si  utrinque  certabirur,  IHe  eH:  melior,  qui  prior  pedem 
yctulit:  viftus  eft,  quivicit*  Sabji.  Jiigurth, 
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on  ?  And  fhall  Subjeds  think  themfelves  more  Ho¬ 
nourable  than  their  Prince,  from  whom  all  Civil 
Honour  is  deriv’d  ?  Shall  they  think  themlelves  ob- 
I  lig’d  to  infift  on  higher  Satisfaction,  fora  touch  upon 
i  their  Honour,  than  their  injur’d  Sovereign  requires 
for  an  Affault  upon  his  ?  Shall  the  King  himleJf^and 
the  whole  Legiilature,  think  his  Honour  fufficiently 
I  repair’d  and  vindicated^  by  punifhing  the  Offender 
I  wdth  BaniJIoment^  Fine^  Imprifonment^  or  Pillory  . 

I  and  fhall  private  Gentlemen  for  private  Affronts, 

1  demand  no  lefs  Satisfaction  chan  Life  it  feif  ?  In  a 
Word,  fhall  a  King  judge  it  reafbnable,  fometimes  to 
'  pafs  by  the  vileft  Abules,  and  think  it  no  Reflection 
i  upon  his  Honour  or  Impeachment  of  his  Fortitude 
even  to  pardon  downright  Inlults,  and  violent  At¬ 
tempts  upon  his  Crown  and  Dignity ;  and  fhall  it 
^  be  deem’d  an  InftanceqfCowardice  and  PufilJanimi- 
ty  in  any  of  his  faithful  and  loyal  Subjects,  to  exer- 
I  cife  the  fame  Lenity  and  Clemency,  or  to  imitate, 

:  in  this  refpeCt,  the  Royal  Pattern  ?  The  very  Cafe 
of  a  King’s  pardoning  fometimes  the  ferviving  Du- 
>  ellift,  that  has,  perhaps,  violently  taken  from  him  a 
'  valuable  Subjed,  ought  to  fhame  thefe  Men  out  of 
I  their  fatal  Reiblutions  to  avenge  themfelves  for  ever 
j  ry  trifling  Peccadillo, 

(3.)  muft  be  Cowardly  and  Difhonoura- 

I  rable,  bccaufe  ’tis  an  illegal,  unjuft,  and  infolent 
,  ACt ;  as  being  not  only  a  violent  y^^ffault  and  Battery 
I  upon  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  and  the  Liberty  of  the 
I  Subject  •  but  likewife  abarefac’d  Infelt  and  Uferpa, 

I  tionupon  the  higheft  Prerogative  of  the  Crown.  God' 

,  Almighty  has  thought  fit  to  lodge  in  the  Hands  of 

i  '  So- 
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Sovereign  Princes,  and  in  theirs  only,  the  Power  df 
Life  and  Death.  This  is  the  great  Charter  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  to,  Crown’d  Heads,  the  unalienable  Right 
and  peculiar  Property  of  Kings,  the  facred  Badge 
and  moft  diftinguifliing  Mark  of  Royalty.  And 
therefore  whoever  lhall  dare  to  wreft  the  Sword  of 
Tuftice  out  of  their  hands,  and  make  ufe  of  it  in 
a  private  way,  is  guilty  of  a  facrilegious  Invafion 
of  that  awful  Truft,  and  divine  Power,  which  the 
Supreme  Magiftrate  alone  is  invefted  with.  And 
’tis  this  that  makes  all  Refijiance  and  Regicide  to  be 
attended  with  fuch  flaming  and  monftrous  Aggra¬ 
vations  of  Guilt.  But  Jduellhig  is  not  only  an  allu- 
ming  this  higheft  Power,  without  any  Warrant  or 
Commifiion  j  but  has  likewife  a  diredb  ’I  endency 
to  overthrow  and  deftroy  that  great  and  invaluable 
Privilege  fthe  Glory  and  Boalt  of  the  Eitglijh  Na¬ 
tion)  the  Law  of  being  try’d,  in  all  Criminal  or  Ac¬ 
tionable  Cafes,  by  our  Peers,  or  by  a  Jury  of  twelve 
Men.  For  if  Men  may  arbitrarily  fet  up  themfelves 
for  Judges  and  Executioners  in  their  own  Caufe,and 
elpecially  in  lo  nice  and  tender  a  Point,  as  that  of 
Life  and  Death,  what  will  become,  at  this  rate,  of 
the  Euglijh  Honour  and  the  Euglijt^  Rights,  of  Law 
and  Juftice,  Liberty  and  Property,  and  every  thing 
that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  us  as  Men  and  as  Chri- 
ftians  ?  But  fuch  Outrages  and  Violations  of  the 
Law  of  Nature  and  of  Nations,  and  of  our  own 
molt  excellent  Laws  in  particular,  are  more  proper 
for  the  Confideration  and  Animadverfion  of  my 
Superiours  ;  and  there  1  refer  them  *.  All  I  have 

*  See  DljJ'ertation  concerning  the  Evil  Nctturei,  and  Fatal  Confer 
quence  ofmmoderats  Anger  atid  Revenge,  by  T»  S.  from  p.  83, 

to 
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to  iky  or  prove  under  this  Head,  is.  That  no  ^<5?  of 
Violence  or  Injujlice  ought  ever  to  be  deem’d  an  A6i 
of  Courage  *. 

C4-)  Duelling  fpeaks  Cowardice  j  becaufe  ’tis  not 
intended  againft  a  common  Enemy  (where  true  Va¬ 
lor  only  is  to  be  .feen)  but  againft  a  Friend,  an  Ac¬ 
quaintance,  or  a  Companion  (for  ’tis  always  atfome 
friendly  Meeting  that  thefe  Quarrels  arife.)  And  how 
ungenerous  is  it  to  make  a  Friend  an  Offender  for  a 
Word,  and  then  to  think  nothing  lefs  than  Stabbing 
can  attone  for  the  Offence  ?  I’ll  leave  the  Reader  to 
judge  farther  of  the  Couragioulhels  or  Cowardice 
i  of  this  Pradice,  from  the  following  remarkable 

Story. -  A  Captain  in  the  Reign  of  K.  IV.  had 

made  a  Pradice  of  pocketing  all  the  Challenges  that 
I  were  fent  him,  and  took  no  farther  notice  of  them, 
j  An  officious  Courtier  one  day  complaining  of  this 
I  before  the  King,  the  Captain  was  lent  for,  in  order 
to  clear  himlelf,  or  be  dilcharg’d.  When  he  came 
■  the  King  reprefenting  the  Cafe  to  him,  ask’d  him 
j  whether  ’twas  true  or  not  j  and  if  true,  whether  he 
;  thought  himfelf  fit  to  be  employ’d  againft  the  com- 
i  mon  Enemy,  that  had  not  the  heart  to  engage  a 
I  Angle  Man?  The  Officer  boldly  reply ’d,  that  he 
I  was  not  alham’d  to  own  the  Fact,  and  produc’d  Ibme 
i  Challenges  then  in  his  Pocket,  which  he  had  not 
I  anfwer’d,  and  which,  he  faid,  he  never  would  j  but 

I  to  the  End.  The  whole  is  well  worth  the  Perufal,  and  may  ferve 
j  to  fupply  the  Defecfi  of  this  Tra5l. 

!  ^  Nihil  honeftum  elTe  poteft,  quod  Juftitia  vacat  - _ _ 

Fortes  igirur  Sc  jMagnanimi  funt  habendi,  non  qui  faciunt 
fed  qui  propuUant  injuriam.  Ck.  de  Of  lib.  i,  §,  j^,  ' 

ad* 
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added  withaljthat  if  his  Majefty  queftion’d  his  Cou¬ 
rage,  he  was  prepar’d  to  give  the  utmoft  Proof  of 
it  in  a  lawful  and  honourable  Way  ,  that  he  was 
ready  at  all  times  to  obey  the  Commands  of  his 
Prince,  and  to  ferve  his  Country  in  any  the  moft 
difficult  and  hazardous  Undertaking.  The  King  here¬ 
upon  order’d  him  to  attend  the  Siege  of  a  certainPlace, 
and  by  farther  Orders  in  private,  gave  charge  to  tne 
commanding  Officer,  when  he  was  ready  for  a  Ge¬ 
neral  Storm,  to  place  this  Man  in  the  Front,  and 
put  him  upon  dealing  the  Walls  of  the  Town.  The 
Event  was,  the  Town  w^as  ftorm  d,  and  the  Man 
behav’d  fo  gallantly,  with  fo  much  Intrepidity,  Va¬ 
lor  and  Succels,  that  the  King  fbon  advanc’d  him  to 
a  higher  Poft,  and  he  liv’d  ever  after  in  the  greateft 
Honour  and  Efteem,  without  being  call’d  upon  any 
more  for  that  little  ungenerous  Proof  of  Courage, 
which  the  mereft  Coward  can  demand  and  give, 
but  none  but  the  true  Hero  can  dare  to  refufe.  For 
fuch  is  the  bewitching  Nature  of  Cuftom,  and  fuch 
the  Dread  of  Singularity,  among  the  politer  Part  of 
the  World,  efpecially  in  a  Point  that  is  generally 
thought  (how  groundleily  ibever)  to  bring  a  Man  s 
Courage  in  queftion,  that  it  requires  great  Strength 
and  Prefence  of  Mind,  to  be  able  to  delpife  the  Cen- 
fure,  and  fingly  to  witnftand  the  Current  of  the 
Times.  And  ’tis  to  the  want  of  fuch  a  Generous 
and  Noble  Spirit,  that  the  Frequency  of  Duelling 
now-a-days  is  chiefly  to  be  afcrib  d.  For,  to  trace 
this  Evil  to  its  original  Source,  we  can  t  but  oblerve, 
that  ’tis  moil  coniinonly  in  the  Heat  of  Paflion,  or 
in  the  Heat  of  Liquor,  that  all  Challenges  are  made 

and 
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:  and  accepted  ;  and  when  once  the  Word  is  given 
I  and  taken,  tho"  afterwards,  upon  cool  and  ftcond 
Thoughts,  both  Parties  would  be  glad  to  be  off,  and 
thank  the  Friend  that  would  diiengage  ^em  (as,  I 
don’t  doubt,  is  many  times  the  Cafe ,)  yet  for  fear 
of  incurring  the  Imputation  of  Cowardice  (which  is 
now  moft  abfurdly  charg’d,  not  on  the  BueUift^  but 
on  him  that  declines  the  Duel )  they  both  proceed, 
for  want  of  fome  fealbnable  Mediation  ,  to  ad  the 
moft  Cowardly  Part  in  the  World  ^  to  ad  againft 
God,  their  King,  their  Country,  their  Friend,  their 
trueft  Honour,  their  higheft  Intereft',  yea,  againft 
the  Convidions  of  their  own  Conftiences  j  nay,  a- 
gainft  the  Inclinations  of  their  own  Hearts  ^  the  of¬ 
fended  Party,  perhaps,  willing  to  forgive,  and  the 
Offender  to  ask  Pardon,  and  both  defirous  to  be  re¬ 
concil’d,  and  to  live  in  Peace  and  Friendlhip  ever 
after  ;  and  yet  they  proceed  ( O  aftomjhing  Jnfatua- 
.  tion  !  J  with  all  thefe  tender  Sentiments  upon  them, 

.  and  all  the  good  Willies  to  each  other,  to  hang  out 
,  falfe  Colours  of  Bravery  and  Hoftility  ,  and  under 
this  Difguife,  do  to  the  ftrangeft  and  moft  unnatural 
.  Ad,  even  to  affault  one  another  as  the  greateft  E- 
I  nemies,  when  all  the  while  they  are  really  no  other 
I  than  Friends  ;  and  fo  they  would  both  appear  to 
i  be,  had  they  but  Courage  enough  to  quit  their  falle 
.  Notions  oi  Honour^  and  to  difclofe  to  each  other  the 
1  inward  Senfe  of  their  Souls.  For,  infhort,  they  fight 
I  in  Mafquerade,  and  appear  to  be  what  they  are  not. 

To  pur  fome  ftop  to  fiicii  unnatural  Proceedings, 

I  I  would  propofe  tw^o  Things  to  thcGentlemen  of  the 
I  Sword  5  and  they  are,  I  prefume,  no  immodeft  or 
I  unreafonable  Propofais ,  but  a  Medium  offer’d  to 
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falve  their  Honour,  and  at  the  fame  time  hinder 
the  fhedding  of  Blood.  One  is.  That  it  ought  to 
be  a  Handing  Rule  with  all  Perfons  of  a  liberal  E- 
ducation,  never  at  a  friendly  Meeting  (whatever 
Provocations  may  happen)  to  draw  a  Sword,  or  give 
a  Challenge.  If  Gentlemen  at  Gaming  ftiould  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  ruffl’d  and  tranfported  with  Paffi- 
on,  becaufe  the  Fortune  of  the  Cards  or  Dice  turns 
againft  them,  they  would  be  hifs’d,  if  not  kick  d 
out  of  Company.  And  certainly  there  is  as 
much  Decorum  requir’d  in  Converfation,  as  at  Ga¬ 
ming.  And  were  the  Rule  I  propofe,  but^  once 
brought  into  faihion  .(as  there  is  all  the  reafon  in  the 
World  it  iliould)  Converfation  would  foon  regain  its 
antient  Freedom ,  and  become  more  eafie,  a- 
greeable  and  inoffenlive  ;  and  Differences  of 
nion  and  warm  Difputes,  would  not  then  end 
(as  they  now  too  commonly  do)  in  Violence  and 
Bloodfned.  The  other  thing  I  would  propofe,  ^is 
this,  That  when  Differences  happen  to  be  carry  d 
to  a  great  Height,  and  one  Perfbn  thinks  himlelf 
affronted,  abus’d  or  injur’d  by  another,  no  other 
Satisfadion  fhall  be  demanded  or  allow’d,  than  what 
fhall  be  given  at  a  Reference,  the  offended  Party  to 
have  the  liberty  to  choofe  one  Referee,  and  the  re¬ 
puted  Offender  another,  and  the  Government  (if 
they  would  vouchfafe  to  interpofe)  to  have  the  Op¬ 
tion  of  a  third.  And  thus  all  Verbal  Trelpaffes  in  ' 
Company,  and  all  Reparations  of  Perfonal  Injuri^es 
or  Abufes  might  eafily  be  correded  and  determind. 
And  truly,  were  fbme  fuch  Method  as  this  Legally 
eftablifh’d,  and  duly  obferv’d,  how  much  Scandal 

might  be  prevented,  how  much  Hazard  and  Danger 

avoid- 
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avoided,  and  how  much  Noble  and  Innocent  Blood 
be  prefer vM  ?  But  if  the  want  of  an  effed:ual  R  e- 
ftraint  for  this  Enormity,  muft  ftill  remain  a  Dif- 
I  grace  to  our  Nation,  and  a  Defedb  in  our  Laws, 
this  however  might,  in  fbme  meafur^,  be  fuppJy’d 
I  in  a  private  way.  If  Men  of  diftinguifh'd  Worth  and 
Bravery  would  agree,  and  refolve  never  to  give  or 
accept  a  Challenge,  never  to  draw  their  Swords  in  a 
private  Quarrel,  or  in  the  heat  of  PaHion,  but  only 
when  violently  aflaulted,  or  in  their  own  neceffary 
Defence,  this  would  be  a  means  of  retrieving  the 
prefent  (otherwife)  declining  Honour  of  the  Britijh 
Nobility  and  Gentry ;  and  go  a  great  way  towards 
difcountenancing  and  fiipprelling  the  vile  and  fenfe- 
lefsGuftom  oi ’Duelling.  For  were  this  once  abandon’d 
by  the  Men  of  Merit and  turn’d  over  wholly  to  the 
fcandalous  Tribe  of  Libertines  and  Debauchee 
Mouths  are  full  of  Curfing  and  Bitternefs.^  as  their  Feet 
and  Hands  are  as  fwift  toJhed  Blood.fciciFv2i^\ct  would 
fbon  become  infamous,  and  fink  under  the  Burthen 
of  its  own  Shame.  But  when  Men  of  Vertue  and  R.e- 
nown  fhalljby  fbmetimes  complying  with  the  feurvy 
Fafliion,  do  what  in  them  lies,  to  juftify  and  dignify 
the  Action,  ’tis  not  in  the  power  of  Rhetorick  or  of 
Laws  to  ftem  the  Torrent.  All  that  Gentlemen 
have,  or  can  pretend  to  fay  in  this  cafe,  is,  that  they 
may  think  their  Character  lies  at  flake,  if,  when 
challeng’d,  they  decline  the  Combat :  But  lure,  if 
a  Man  can  give  no  better  Proof  of  his  being  no 
Coward,  he  has  very  little  to  do  with  the  Court  of 
Honour.  For  the  Modern  Praftice  of  Duelling 
founds  no  better  Title  to  Valor,  than  that  of 
mon  Swearing.  The  Man  that  Iwears  ard  curies 

I  2  lufth 
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luftily5  does  it,  no  doubt,  to  iliew  his  Authority  over 
his  Inferiors,  or  that  he  may  pais  more  currently 
for  a  Man  of  Mettle ;  and  i'o  the  common  Dueliift, 
as  he  generally  vents  his  Curfes  too  before  he  draws 
his  Sword  ,  fo  his  principal  Aim  is,  not  fo  much  to 
give  or  obtain  what  he  calls  SatisfaHion^  as  to  pro¬ 
claim  his  pretended  Gallantry  to  the  World.  But 
fuch  Feats  of  Gallantry,  both  in  the  hedoring  Dam- 
ner,  and  the  forward  Challenger,  Ihew  a  Man  s  Na¬ 
tural  Courage  no  more,  than  a  high  Shoe  does  his 
Natural  Tallnefs.  They  are  both  foreign  and  af- 
feded  ;  and  ’tis  pity  but  fuch  fcandalous  Affec¬ 
tations  of  Bravery  were  always  confin’d  to  their  pro- 
perFlaces,and  never  to  be  feen  any  where  eife  but  in 
the Bear^-Gar den  ^ndBrandy-Shop.  I  ftiall  only  obferve 
farther  under  this  Head,  that  ’tis  fbmewhat  llrange, 
that  the  Scholar  ihould  gain  an  Honour  from  that 
which  derives  an  Infamy  upon  the  Mafter:  ’Tis  cer¬ 
tain,-  that  there  is  no  Employment  of  lefs  Efteem  in 
the  World,  than  teaching  to  Bence ^  and  no  Perfons 
treated  with  greater  Contempt,  than  common  Ben- 
cing-Mafiers  ;  and  yet  a  Gentleman,  by  being  skill’d 
in  the  Noble  Science  of  Defence  (as  ’tis  prepofleroufly 
call’d)  fhall  gain  more  Honour,  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome,  than  either  his  Birth,  or  Quality,  or  Fortune, 
or  Station  could  have  given  him  without  it.  But  to 
what  end  or  purpofe  is*  this  Art  of  Fencing  ?  Or 
what  other  Name  does  it  deferve,  than  the  Art  of 
Murthering  ?  ’Tis  of  little  or  no  ufe  againft  a  com¬ 
mon  Enemy,  ’tis  of  no  fervice  in  the  Field  of  Bat¬ 
tel,  and  only  teaches  Inferiors,  after  Ibme  little  Fro- 
grefs  in  the  Fencing-School,  to  infult  their  Superi¬ 
ors  that  have  been  better  employ’d,  prompting  Men 
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of  narrow  Souls  and  defperate  Fortunes,  that  are 
skill’d  that  way,  to  abufe  and  facrifice  the  BravCjfor 
want  of  that  Skill.  In  fhort,  it  ierves  to  no  other 
End,  that  I  know  of,  than  only  to  make  Men  al-  '' 
ways  upon  the  point  of  quarrelling  with  their  Friends, 

'  and  to  keep  up  a  continual  Civil  War  among  our 
;  felves. 

(5O  Duelling  muft  be  an  KSt  of  Cowardice,  be- 
caufe  it  moll:  commonly  proceeds  from  F^Jficn^  and 
is  too  often  an  A5i  of  Revenge,  Of  the  Force  of 
this  Argument,  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  more  con¬ 
vincing  Teftimony,  than  that  the  w^eaker  Vef- 
fels  are  generally  the  fulleft  fraught  with  this  tur¬ 
bulent  Paffion  5  and  that  none  are  more  revengeful 
than  the  Female  Sex.  But,  not  to  enlarge  on  fb 
invidious  a  Topick,  I  fhall  give  the  Argument  ano¬ 
ther  turn,  in  the  beautiful  Language  of  a  late  inge¬ 
nious  Author  before-cited  “  A  Pronenefs  to  An- 
ger  argues  a  Weaknefs  of  Mind  :  For  notwith- 
handing  it  feems  to  proceed  from  a  ConlciouL 
“  nefs  of  injur'd  and  negledfed  Worth,  and  by  the 
Noile  and  Blufter  it  makes,  would  perliiade  us, 
that  there  was  fbme  brave  and  magnanimous  Qua- 
liry  in  it  ^  yet,  if  we  examine  it,  we  fhall  find  a 
Storm  every  whit  as  Heroic  as  this  Paffion,  that 
all  this  Swelling  is  more  Tympany  than  Great- 
'  nefs,  a  Difeale  rather  than  any  natural  extraordi- 
nary  Growth  of  the  Mind.  The  Qiiicknefs  of 
this  Paffion  refembles  the  Alotion  of  Children 
and  decrepit  Perfbns,  who  run  when  they  fhould 
go  3  which  proceeds  not  from  Strength  and  Vi- 

Collier’j'  Serm^p,  19^.  2d  Ed/r, 
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^  gor,  but  Infirmity.  And  as  it  is  an  Argument 
■|bf  a  tender  unhealthy  Conftitution,  not  to  be  able 
*to  endure  the  frefh  Air,  without  Inconvenience, 
to  be  put  into  Diforder  by  every  little  Acci- 
“  debt ;  fo  to  be  difquieted  upon  every  petty  Oc- 
“  cafil^,  becaufe  every  thing  is  not  Ipoken  or  adt- 
“  ed  fording  as  a  nice  and  undifcerning  Fancy'ex-* 
“  peds^s  a  fign  of  a  diftemper’d  Mind,  which  is 
“  hurt  with  the  leaft  Touch,  and  wounded  with  the 
‘‘  lhadow  of  an  Injury  :  A  Mind  which  has  no  pro- 
**  per  ftfength  of  its  own  to  fupport  its  (^uiet  and 
“  Happinefs,  but  depends  upon  the  uncertain  De- 
**  portment  of  others.  And  accordingly  we  find 
by  experience,  that  Children,  Sick,  i^ifcontent^ 
ed,  and  very  aged  Perlbns,  i.  e.  the  weak,  difbr- 
der^d,  and  decay  d  part  of  iVIortals  are  moft  lub” 
“  jedt  to  this  Paffion ;  and  as  an  Inclinablenefs  to 
“  thisPalTion  argues  Weaknefs  in  us,  fo  it  we  in- 
“  dul<re  our  felves  in  it,  it  will  make  us  ftill  wea- 


“  ker.  ” 

To  this  let  me  add,  that  whatever  is  done  with 
moft  Difficulty,  requires  and  ffiews  more  Courage 
than  that  which  is  done  with  lefs.  Now  to  bridle 
and  conquer  our  Paffion,  to  pardon  Offences,  or  ask 
Pardon  for  them  is  a  much  harder  Task,  than  to 
give  vent  to  the  One,  and  to  revenge  and  vindicate 
the  Other  ;  for  this  is  no  more  than  what  Nature 
and  Inclination  prompt  Men  to. 


/  (6.)  And  Dueling  is  a  plain  Argument 

of  Cowardice,  becaufe  ’tis  an  Adt  of  Cruelty.  Now 
v/hatever  'other  Notion  there  may  be  of  Cruelty, 
this  is  certainly  one,  when  we  punilh  others  be- 
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yond  theirDefertSjOr  when  the  Nature  of  the  Punifh- 
ment  far  exceeds  theDemerits  of  the  Crime.  To  take 
away  theLife  of  a  Man  for  a  Word  Ipeaking,  what  is 
this  ?  Call  it  Anger ^  call  it  Revenge^  call  it  Cruelty^  or 
whatever  elfe  you  pleafe  5  but  call  it  not  Courage,  Let 
not  that  Noble  Vertue,  which,  when  once  fepara- 
ted  from  Mercifulnefs,  muft  degenerate  into  Vice, 
bear  the  Odium  of  fo  foul,  lb  unjuft,  lb  barbarous  an  ^ 
Ad:.  Befides,  at  this  rate,  a  Man  is  liable,  by  a 
foolilh  Word,  or  pallionate  Expreffion,  or  Ibmellight 
Refleftion,  to  be  robb’d  in  a  Moment,  and  for  ev¬ 
er,  of  the  Enjoyment,  not  of  this  Life  only,  but  of 
a  better.  But  ho\t  is  this  confiftent  with  Honour 
or  with  Courage  ?  The  molt  notorious  and  the  moft 
fcandalous  Malefaftors,  are  leldom  known  in  any 
civiliz’d,  or  even  barbarous  Country,  to  be  executed 
as  Ibon  as  condemn’d  ;  but  they  have  moft  com¬ 
monly  Space  allow’d  them  to  prepare  for  another 
World.  None  biit  Ruffians,  Highwaymen,  Foot¬ 
pads,  Houfe-breakers  and  the  like,  that  difpatch  a 
Man  without  W  arning.  And  when  we  hear  of  luch 
a  Fad,  does  not  our  Blood  thrill  within  us  ?  Do 
not  our  Hearts  rife  up  againft  luch  harden'd  Vil¬ 
lains,  fb  perfedly  void  of  all  Humanity  ?  And 
lhall  Gentlemen  imitate  that  rafcally  Herd  in 
this  ?  Shall  Proteftants  ad  like  the  mercilels 
yefuits  at  Shortly  and  for  lefs  than  a  pretended 
Riot,  endeavour,  asitw^ere,  to  damn  the  Soul  of 
their  Friend,  as  well  as  murther  his  Body  ?  Shall 
Loyalifts  miake  no  icruple  to  rob  the  King  of  his 
Subjeds,  and  render  themfelves  lb  unlike  the  Pat¬ 
tern  he  fets  them,  and  fo  unworthy  the  Favour  he 
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beftows  on  them  ?  But  I  forget  that  I  am  to  prove. 

In  the  Second  Place,  That  Duelling  could  not 
have  gainM  luch  Footing  in  this  Nation,  as  it  has, 
were  it  not  fupported  by  the  Priixipies  of  ^tbeifk. 
I  do  not  fay,  or  mean,  that  all  who  engage  in  thefe 
dangerous  and  defperate  Attempts,  ^-re  downright 
habitual  Atheifts,  either  in  Practice  or  Speculation 
(tho’  the  general  Infidelity  of  the  Age,  as  well  as 
the  peculiar  Infidelity  vifible  in  this  Practice,  might 
almoft  tempt  one  to  bring  in  fuch  a  Charge.)  Bat 
this  I  affirm, that  their  Paffion  orRevenge,  orFearof 
Difgrace'jtakes  from  ’em  at  that  time  all  Senfe  of  God 
and  Religion,  and  a  future  State,  that  they  have 
no  Thought  of  God,  and' no  Fear  of  God  before 
their  Eyes :  (and  our  Laws  fay,  and  fuppofe  no  worfe 
of  the  vileft  Malefactors)  They  have,  in  fliort,  no 
more  Thought,  no  more  Fear  of  God,  than  if  there 

was  no  fuch  Being  in  the  World. 

How  many  Gentlemen  are  there  of  fine  Parts, 
great  Probity,  and  unfpotted  Character  in  other  re- 
fpects,  of  an  excellent  Temper,  and  moft  obliging 
Converfation,  greatly  belov’d,  and  highly  ferviceable 
to  all  about  them,  that  would  ftill  be  an  Ornament 
and  a  Support  to  their  Country,  were  it  not  for  this 
Devilifii  Point  of  Honour  ( I  can  call  it  no  other  , 
for  ’tis  an  Idol  that  none  but  the  Devil  could  fo 
eafily  fet  up ,  and  fo  long  fecure  in  the  Hearts 
of  Men)  that  robs  them  of  all  their  Wifdom,  and  all 
their  Vertue  at  once  ^  that  makes  them  infenfible 
of  the  moft  formidable  Dangers,  blind  to  all  the  al¬ 
luring  Charms  of  true  Honour  and  fubftantial  Hap- 
pinefs,  deaf  to  all  the  moving  RhetoricK;  of  piteous 
Cries  and  fobbing  Complaints  ^  to  the  foft  Whifpers 
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of  their  own  Confcience,  and  the  loud  Menaces  of 
an  avenging  God,  un touch’d  at  the  Calamities  they 
are  pulling  down  upon  themfelves  and  others,  loft 
to  all  Reflections  on  the  fhocking  Conlequence  of 
their  defperate  Rafhnefs,  to  all  Remembrance  of 
the  approaching  inconfolable  Grief  of  Friends  and 
Relations,  when,  neither  fearing  God,  nor  regarding 
Man,  by  one  bloody  ACt,  they  cut  themfelves  off 
in  the  midft  of  their  Days,  from  all  Right  and  Ti¬ 
tle  to  prefent  and  future  Glory,  from  being  farther 
lerviceable  to  their  King  and  Country,  to  themfelves 
and  Relations ;  yea,  from  all  Poflibility  of  Repen¬ 
tance,  from  all  Defire  of  Pardon,  from  all  Hopes  of 
Salvation. 

If  thefe  be  Men  of  Vertue  and  Honour,  of  Cou¬ 
rage  and  Fortitude,  ’tis  time  to  cafhier  the  Difbinc- 
tions  of  Good  and  Evil :  After  this,  let  all  Contra¬ 
dictions  be  reconcil’d  ,  let  Light  be  cloth ’d  with 
Sables,  and  Darknefs  put  on  the  Brightnefs  and  Se¬ 
renity  of  the  Day  ,  let  Ruffians  wear  the  Enfigns 
of  Honour,  and  Defperadoes  be  enroll’d  in  the  An¬ 
nals  of  Fame  ,  let  there  be  no  more  Dilpute  about 
i  the  Nature  and  Merit  of  Actions  ^  but  let  all  things 
;  be  juft  as  every  Man’s  Fancy  or  Humour  paints  them. 
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Some  Reflections  on  the  Modern 
PraBice  of  Inoculation. 


:1 1  S  Pradice  feems  now  to  be  at 
Ibme  ftandj  to  have  loft  much  of  its- 
former  Credit,  and  to  have  contrac¬ 
ted  an  Imbecility  C 
gives)  in  proportion  to  its  Growth 
in  Years  ^  and  this,  perhaps,  more 
from  the  Confideration  of  the  natural  ill  Confe- 
quences  that  are  now  found  to  attend  it  (which  I 
leave  to  the  Exarnination  of  the  Phyficians)  than  of 
any  Moral  Evil  or  Obliquity  in  the  Pradice  it  felf > 
which  is  the  principal  Thing  I  (hall  regard,  in  the 
few  following  Obfervations,  as  being  of  the  greateft 
Moment,  and  that  which  has  hitherto,  perhaps, been 
ieaft  confider’d.  However,  with  Leave  of  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  College,  I  fhall  juft  oblerve. 

In  the  firft  place,  That  the  Pradice  of  Inoculati¬ 
on  is  utterly  unjuftifiable  by  the  Rules  and  Laws  of 
Phyfick:.  For  skilful  and  honeft  Phyficians  never 
prelume  to  tamper  with  Life,  but  when  there  are 
no  hopes  of  Recovery  ;  and  then  delperate  Cafes 
may  lawfully  admit  of  defperate  Remedies  j  then 
they’ll  bring  on  one  Difeafe  to  deftroy  another,  a 
lefs  dangerous  to  expel  a  greater  :  But  never  fince 
Phyfick  or  Phyficians  were  heard  of,  has  it  ever  been 
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known  before,  to  inflid  a  Mortal  Difeafe  upon  a 
Healthy  Perfon.  No  ^  that  is  God’s  Prerogative  5 
and  I  have  more  Charity  for  the  Learned  in  that 
Science,  than  to  fuppofe,  that  either  they  themfelves 
will  ever  invade  a  Province  which  is  confellediy  Di¬ 
vine,  or  ever  countenance  thole  that  do.  But  "tis 
fomewhat  farther  remarkable,  that  this  new  Difco- 
very  is  founded  altogether  upon  Uncertainties,  and 
drawn  into  Pradice  from  three  very  precarious  Sup- 
pofitions.  I.  That  the  inoculated  Party  muft  cer¬ 
tainly  have  the  Small  Pox  in  the  Natural  Way  : 
2.  That  if  he  has  them,  he  will  certainly  die,  or  be 
I  frightfully  mark’d:  3.  That  he  will  certainly  reco- 
!  ver,  and  be  in  no  farther  Danger  after  Inoculation. 

I  Upon  thele  luppos’d  Certainties,  but  manifeft  Un- 
j  certainties,  this  fatal  Pradice  has  hitherto  been  car- 
ty’d  on.  For  much  the  lame  realbn  we  may  inocu- 
late  the  Plague  (elpecially  when  ""tis  drawing  to¬ 
wards  us,  as  ’twas  lately  from  Prame.)  For  ’tis  not 
certain,  whether  a  Perlbn  lb  inoculated  will  die  ^ 
nor  is  it  certain,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  whether  the 
Perfon  will  recover.  There  is  no  more  thanaPro- 
I  babiiity,  or  Suppolal  on  either  fide ,  but  a  Certainty 
I  on  neither.  And  if  Health  and  Life  muft  be  tam- 
I  per’d  with,  on  fuch  Contingencies  and  Follibilities, 
i  no  one  can  tell  where  this  will  end.  As  this  Asre 
I  IS  wonderfully  improv’d  in  moft  kinds  of  Inventi- 
I  ons  and  Experiments,  who  knows  but  the  next  may 
I  out-ftrip  us  in  Ibmething  ftill  more  bold  and  daring  ? 

I  I  would  not  willingly  pave  the  Way  to  any  thing 
1  of  this  kind,  or  fuggeft  what  may  be  mifunderftood 
or  milappiy^’d.  However,  I  believe,  I  may  truftthe 
following  fingular  Inftance,  which  is  really  parallel, 
j  K  2 
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(tho’  in  I  a  much  higher  Degree)  to  the  Cafe  in 

hand,  whh  moft  of  the  prefent  Generation - Eu- 

fehia^a.  Woman  fam’d  for  her  maternal  Affedion, as 
well  as  pious  Difpofition,  being  extremely  concern’d 
for  the  future,  as  well  as  prefont  "W^elfare  of  an  only 
Daughter,  nay,  indifferent  as  to  the  fleeting  tranfi- 
tory^Duration  of  this  Life,  and  only,  or  principally 
follicitous  for  her  everlafting  Happinefs  in  the  next, 
began  (under  this  anxious  Concern,  and  fearful 
Milgivings  about  her  Child’s  Salvation)  to  reafon 
thus  with  her  folf.  “  This  Child,  the  Joy  of  my 
“  Eyes,  and  the  Delight  of  my  Heart,  whom  I 
''■  fliould  be  wonderfully  pleas  d  to  foe  happy  in 
«  this  World  ,  but  infinitely  more,  in  the  other,  is 
“  now  unfully’d  with  Vice,  and  as  innocent,  per- 
“  haps,  as  ever  fhe  will  be :  But  when  grown  up,and 
“  launch’d  abroad,  into  the  great  World,  in  the  ut- 
‘‘  molf  danger  of  being  drawn  afide  by  an  infinite 
“  Variety  of  Temptations,  and  I  perhaps  not  alive 
“  to  ufo  my  Authority  and  Advice,  and  fo  may  be 
“  loft  and  undone  for  ever.  What  lhall  I  do  now 
“  in  this  Streigbt,  to  focure  this  Child  from  perilh- 
“  ing  ?  If  1  lacrifice  her  to  God  in  the  Bloom  of 
^  her  Innocence,  Ihe  will  undoubtedly  be  fav  d.  I 
“  will  therefore  make  fore  of  her  Happinefs  once 
“  for  all :  And  tho’  I  may  appear  in  the  Eye  of  the 
“  World  (if  once  difcover’dj  to  do  a  monftious  un- 
“  natural  Adt,  I’ll  not  expofo  my  Child  to  farther 
Danger,  when  ^tis  in  my  power  to  pi  event  it, 
but  immediately  difpatch  her  to  Heaven,  and 

make  her  Eternal  Felicity  iure  and  certain  .  And 

what  now  fhould  hinder  a  fond  and  pious  Mother 

under  inch  Concern,  and  fiich  Sentiments,  to  adl:  in 

this 


the  Modern  Practice  of  Inoculation,  •j»i 

this  manner  ?  You  11  fay,  perhaps,  the  Voice  of  Na¬ 
ture  and  the  Voice  of  God  loudly  romonftrate  a- 
againft  fuch  a  Perpetration.  '’Tis  true  ;  but  upon  a 
Comparifon  of  the  two  Cafes,  does  not  the  Inocula-^ 
ting  Parent,  in  many  particulars,  exadlly  refemble 
this  ?  The  one  fears  a  Mifcarriage  in  the  next 
World,  the  other  in  this:  To  prevent  which,  the 
one  does  an  unnatural  Ac51:,  and  fo  does  the  other  • 
the  one  mines  her  felf  to  lave  het  Child  from  Eter¬ 
nal  Damnation,  the  other  does  what  flie  can  never 
juftify  before  God  and  her  own  Confcience,  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  hers  a  little  longer  in  a  miferable  State.  Both 
are  afted  by  kind  and  commendable  Intentions.  Both 
aim  at  a  good  End  ,  but  then  the  Means  of  both 
are  utterly  faulty  and  unjuftifiable.  The  only  Dif¬ 
ference  between  them  is,  that  the  former  is  more 


certain  of  Salvation,  than  the  other  is  of  the  Life 
of  her  Child  :  The  one  depending  upon  exprefi 
Promifes,  and  a  formal  Covenant  between  God  and 
Man,  the  other  upon  mere  Conjectures,  and  the 
moft  flippery  Contingencies  in  Nature.  But  now 
againft  this,  and  all  other  Suppofitions  of  the  like 
kind,  that  Apoftolical  Rule  will  ever  Hand  obligato-r 
ry.  We  muft  not  do  Enjil  that  Good  may  come  of  it 
no,  not  the  leaft  Evil  for  the  fake  of  the  greateft 
Good.  But  not  to  enter  into  dole  Argument  upon 
this  Point,  which  may  not  be  fo  convincing  or  a- 
greeable  to  thofe  of  the  weaker  Sex,who  are  fuppbs'd 
to  be  the  greateft  Encouragers  of  the  PraClice  I  am 
writing  againft,  it  may  be  more  to  the  purpofe  to 
give  the  following  low  Inftance,  in  Proof  and  Illu- 
ft  rati  on  of  St.  Fan? s  Meaning.  Surfeits,  we  know, 
as  they  often  threaten  our  Life  ;  fo  they  do  create 
Horn.  3,  8.  ’  Ti 
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in  us  an  Averfion,  for  fome  time,  at  leaft,  agairift 
whatever  Meat  or  Drink  it  was  that  gave  us  the 

Surfeit. _ —  Suppofe  then,  a  fober  young  Man, 

at  his  firft  fetting  out  in  the  World,  fliould  have  a 
ftrong  Perfuafion,  that  by  once  getting  drunk,  he 
fliould  take  fo  thorough  a  Surfeit,  and  be  fo  per- 
fedly  cur’d  of  that  noifome  fcandalous  Vice,  as  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  guilty  of  the  like  again.  W^ould  this  be 
fufficient,  think  you,  to  excule  the  finful  Experi- 
juent  ?  And  tho’  he  makes  himfelf  drunk  with  no 
other  defign,  than  to  give  himfelf  a  Loathing  and 
Antipathy  to  Drunk enneis  ever  after  s  y^t,  fhould 
he  happen  to  mifcarry,  or  be  taken  off  in  this  drun¬ 
ken  Fit,  or  contrad  thereby  a  Fever,  or  any  other 
Diltemper  that  fhould  prove  fatal  to  him,  he  would 
certainly  be  accountable  before  God  for  his  own 
Death.  And  doubtlefs,  to  inflid  a  mortal  Difeafe 
upon  a  well-Perfon  (let  the  Intention  be  never  fo 
good)^  is  as  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God,  as  wilfully 

and  defignedly  to  get  drunk.  For, 

(z.)  That  Divine  Prohibition,  Sthon  Jhalt  not 
iff//,  which  has  been  written  in  the  Flearts  of  IVIen 
from  the  Beginning,  reaches  every  Ad  and  Purpofe 
of  Mankind,  that  has  any  the  leaft  Tendency  (whe¬ 
ther  diredly  or  remotely^  to  deftroy  the  Life  of 
Man,  and  fpoil  the  Image  of  God.  And  how  then 
any  Perfon  that  brings  upon  a  Child  of  his  own  what 
he  knows  to  be  of  a  killing  Nature,  and  what  has 
been  found,  by  frequent  and  fad  Experience,  to  have 
had  a  fatal  Effed,  can  think  himfelf  entirely  inno¬ 
cent  or  free  from  Blood-guiltinefs  in  the  fight  of 
God,  I  can’t  imagine.  Our  Law  allows  of  no  Ac- 
ceffary  in  Murther.  And  can  Parents  then  be  accef-- 
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fary  to  the  Death  of  their  Children,  and  yet  be 
guiltlefi?  Or  can  they  make  ufe  of  deftrudlive 
Means,  and  knowingly  fallen  on  others  a  mortife-^ 
rous  Infedlion  (let  the  Intention,  or  the  Effedl  be 
what  it  will)  without  a  manifeft  Breach  of  the  fixth 
Commandment?  Whatever  be  the  natural  Confe- 
quence  of  any  one  unlawful  Adi,  the  Perlbn  guilty 
of  the  unlawful  Adi,  is  chargeable  likewife  with  the 
Confequence,  by  the  juft  and  righteous  Laws  of 
God  :  And  therefore  whoever  fhall  take  upon  him 
cooly  and  deliberately  to  invade  God’s  Preroga-* 
tive,  and  out  of  a  mere  Diftruft  of  his  Providence, 
to  bring  upon  another  a  mortal  Diftaft,  at  Ibme 
more  convenient  and  favourable  tiracjin  his  Opinion, 
that  he  may  avoid  it  in  a  more  dangerous  Jundture, 
is  chargeable  withThat,  which  is  the  iSTaturaljand  not 
unfrequently  the  Real  Confequence  of  fiich  an  Adi, 
And  accordingly,  the  Laws  of  our.  Land,  tho’  not- 
diredlly  and  exprefly,  do  yet  obliquely  and  confer 
quentially,  condemn  this  as  Murther.  For  not  only 
maiming,  hurting  or  wounding  another,  if  lb  be  he 
dies  within  a  Year  and  a  Day,  but  even  the  laying 
a  fick  Man  in  the  cold  Air  againft  his  Will,  by  rea- 
Ibn  whereof  he  dieth,  is  deem’d  Murther  in  the  Eye 
of  the  Law.  And  if  to  expole  a  fick  Man  to  the 
Inclemency  of  the  Air,  fo  as  that  it  becomes  mor-* 
tal  to  him,  is  chargeable  with  the  Guilt  of  Murther, 
what  is  it  to  inflidl  a  mortal  Difeale  upon  a  Perlbn  in 
Health,and  that  too, perhaps, Ibmetimes  much  againft 
his  Will  and  Inclination,  or  at  leaft,  before  the  Per* 
Ion  be  come  to  Years  of  Diftretion,  to  know  or  ap- 
,prehend  the  Danger,  which,  ’ti,s  to  be  prefum’d,  he 

would 
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would  never  confent  to,  if  he  did  ?  But  here,  I  fup- 
pofe,  it  will  be  anfwer’d,  that  the  former  is  with  Ma¬ 
lice  and  Fore-thought,  otherwife  it  is  not  Murther 
by  Law  ;  and  this  is  done,  not  with  a  Defign  to 
deftroy,  but  to  fave  Life.  1  allow  it  is ;  but  then 
’tis  not  the  Intention  that  can  alter  the  nature  of  the 
Act  •  And  tho’  I  grant  that  the  Laws  of  Men  do 
not  reach  this  Cafe  ;  yet  it  may  not  be  lefs  criminal 
in  the  Sight  of  God,  nor  lefs  cognizable  in  Foro  Gon- 
fcientix-,  efpecially,  fmce  Perfons  faulty  in  this  re- 
Ipect  can’t  be  ignorant,  that  this  Pradtice  has  Ibme- 
times  prov’d  fatal  in  the  Event :  And  if  they  knevt 
the  hidden  Sorrows,  and  inward  Agonies  of  thofe 
Parents,  that  have  been  acceflary  this  way  to  the 
untimely  Death  of  their  Children, who  would  not,be 
fure,  commit  the  fame  again,  to  gain  the  whole 
Wfirld  ;  they  would  Icarce  be  tempted  to  leek  the 
Life  of  theirs  by  luch  unwarrantable  and  unlawful 

Means.  - 

I  might  argue  this  Point  farther,  from  the  addi¬ 
tional  Guilt  of  multiplying  and  fpreading  the  Infec. 
tion  wider  by  this  means ;  from  the  probable  Judg¬ 
ment  of  God,  in  making  it  more  fatal  than  ever  j 
and  from  fome  vifible,and  more  than  ordinary  Marks 
of  Divine  Difpleafure,  in  Perfons  that  have  died  un- 
der/nocu/a(m,as/i£  defign’d  on  purpofe  to  deter  Men 
from  it  5  and  if  ftill  continu  d  in,  may  be  a  means^ 
among  other  great  Provocations,  of  drawing  down 
fome  fignal  Judgments  on  this  finful  Nation :  But 
there’s  no  need,  in  this  cafe  of  any  Delcant.  If  the 
Thing  be  evil,  or  unlawful  in  it  felf  (and  I  defy  the 
the  greateft  Mafter  of  Realbn  and  Rhetorick  to 

prove 
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prove  it  to  be  otherwife)  ’tis  not  all  the  Succefs  we  can 
defire,  nor  all  the  faireft  CirCumftahces  in  the  Worlds’ 
that  can  juftify  the  Fad:,  tho’  they  may  ferve  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  unholy  and  Unthinking  Perfons,  *Tis  not,  in 
fliort,  to  be  done  with  a  fafe  Gonfcience,  upon  any  Ac- 
tount,  or  any  Confideration  whatfoever  ;  not  for  the  fake 
of  the  d'eareft  Child  upon  Earth,  not  for  the  Security  of  a 
whole  Family,  not  for  the  faving  of  a  Town  or  City,  not 
for  the  Prefervation  of  a  Kingdom,  not  for  the  Salvation 
of  all  Mankind. 

I  lliall  clofe  my  Remarks  on  this  Head,  with  the  natu¬ 
ral  and  affeding  Sentiments  of  a  very  tender,  but  confci* 
ontious  Mother. 

Sofhronia  having  been  long  under  SufpencO  and  Anxie- 
Xy  about  inoculating  a  darling  Daughter,  at  laft  debates  th^l 
Cafe  with  herfelf  after  this  manner  : 

I  am  prefs’-d  upon  by  the  Importunity  of  Friends,  by 
the  common  Pradice  of  the  Times,  by  the  general  good 
Succefs  of  that  Pradice,  and  by  the  natural  and  earn  eft 
Defire  I  have  of  feeing  my  Daughter  paft  the  DiUget 
T  of  the  Small  Pox,  to  have  her  inoculated  at  this 
time  :  And  what  can  I  fay,  or  how  fiiall  I  ad  in  this 
cafe  If  I  defer  the  Operation,  I  muft  ftill  live  on  in 
perpetual  Fear  my  jfelf,  and  expofe  my  Child  every 
Day  to  the  common  Infedion.  Is  it  not  lawful  and 
**  prudent  to  ufe  the  moft  likely  means  to  preferve  her 
Life ;  at  leaft,  to  fecure  her  from  one  of  the  mofc  con- 
V  tagious  and  moft  fatal  of  all  Dlftempers  The  Succefs 
**  recommends  the  Pradice. — -  But  I  don’t  hear  yet 
of  any  Divines  that  have  recommended  or  try’d  the 
Experiment.  Phyficians  alfure  me,  that  fcarce  One  in 

**  Forty  dies  in  this  Way. -  But  fuppofe  my  Child 

fliould  be  that  One.  I  can’t  but  have  fuck  a  Thought^’ 
**  and  tremble  too  at  the  Thought  of  it.  Tis  no  impof- 
fible  Cafe  ;  it  has  been  the  fad  Cafe  of  many  already,' 

‘‘  and  may  be  mine  too,  if  I  make  the  Experiment.  And 

ti  fiiould  that  become  fatal,  alas !  what  would  become  of 
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**  me  ?  Whither,  O  whither  fhall  I  caufe  my  Shame  to 
**  go  ?  How  can  I  ever  forgive  my  felf  ?  How  (hall  I  ever 
enjoy  my  felf  more  ?  What  I  fet  my  hand  to  the  taking 
‘‘  away  the  Life  of  my  deareft  Child,  in  whom  my  own 
Life  is  bound  up  ?  Tis  true,  what  I  do,  is  to  preferve 
‘‘  her  Life;  but  if  it  prove  otherwife  in  the  Event, 
“  where  can  I  lay  the  Blame,  but  upon  my  own  Rafh- 
“  nefs?  How  can  I  excufe  my  felf  from  Blood- guiltinefs 
“  before  God  ?  How  can  I  clear  my  felf  from  Unnatu- 
“  ralnefs  before  Men  ?  How  can  I  anfwer  it  to  my  own 
“  Confcience,  to  my  own  Reafon,  to  my  own  AfFedli- 
“  ons  ?  I  can  t  plead  Ignorance,  fince  I  knew  beforehand 
“  the  Experiment  has  been  fatal  to  many.  And  what, 
“  tho’  my  Intention  were  good,  if  the  Adtion  be  unwar- 
“  rantable  ?  And  furely,  there  muft  be  fomething  of 
“  Guilt,  fomething  of  Obliquity  in  the  Cafe.  To  be 
“  the  immediate  Occahon,  by  means  not  clearly  juftifia- 
“  ble,  of  fhedding  innocent  Blood,  of  fhedding  the  Blood 
“of  my  own  Daughter,  can  never  be  reckon  din  the 
“  Number  of  thofe  Adions,  of  which  no  Account  is  to  be 
“  given,  can  never  pafs  for  nought  in  the  Court  of  Hea- 
“  ven.  Could  I  once  firmly  believe,  or  really  perfuade 
“  my  felf,  that  the  Thing  were  lawful  in  it  felf,  or  even 
“  indifierent,  I  might  the  fooner  be  brought  to  comply : 
“  But  by  all  the  Light  I  can  draw  from  Reafon  and  Re- 
“  velation,  I  can  difcover  no  Allowance  of  any  fuch  Pra- 
“  (5tice  :  And  while  I  remain  unfatlsfy  d  ,  tis  unfafe 
“  to  venture.  For  I  know,  that  whatfoever  is  not  of  Faith 
is  Sin,  and  that  we  are  not  to  follow  a  Multitude  to  E- 
“  vlL  And  fhould  I,  with  thefe  Thoughts  about  me, 
“  prefume  to  try,  and  fhould  I  at  laft  fail  of  Succefs,  O 
“  where  fhould  I  flee  for  Succour  ?  Where  fliould  I  feek 

“  for  Comfort?  What!  wilfully  and  prefumptuoufly  de- 
“  prive  my  felf  of  a  Blefling,  for  which  the  whole  Woild 
“  to  me  is  not  an  Equivalent  ?  And  who  knows  what  a 
“  mighty  Blefling  Providence  may  defign  this  for ;  what 
an  Inflrument  of  his  Glory,  what  an  Ornament  of  her 

“  Family,  of  her  Sex,  of  her  Country  ;  what  a  nume¬ 
rous 
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^  rous  and  bleffed  IlTue  is  to  proceed  from  her  ?  And  all 

this  cut  off  at  one  Stroke ! -  The  thought  of  this 

**  is  infupportable.  If  fhe  be  feiz*d,  and  die  of  the  SmaU 
Pox  in  the  natural  Way,  this  would  be  no  other  than 
the  declar’d  Will  of  God,  and  a  diredt  Adb  of  Provi- 
**  dence.  Nor  may  this  overtake  her  thefe  many  Years 
to  come,  not  perhaps  till  I  am  in  my  Grave  ;  not  dll 
fhe  her  felf  be  blefs’d  with  Children,  not  till  fhe  has  fi- 
nifli’d  the  Work  that  God  gave  her  to  do  ;  and  then  fhe 
**  may  go  down  to  the  Grave  in  Peace.  But  for  me  to 
haften  the  Diftemper  upon  her  before  God’s  time,  and 
**  to  feek  her  Death  by  a  too  eager  Delire  of  Life,  is  to 
rob  my  felf  of  all  Comforts  at  once,  yea,  to  leave  no 
room  for  Comfort  or  Support.  When  Children  under 
Sicknefs,  happen  to  mifcarry,  by  any  Ad:  of  Carelef- 
“  nefs,  Mifmanagement,  or  Inadvertency ;  what  Bitter- 
“  nefs  and  Sharpnefs  does  this  infufe  into  the  Cup  of  Af^ 
flidion  ?  Parents  generally,  on  fuch  Occafions,  grow 
refolute  in  Mourning,  and,  B^achelASk^y  refufe  to  be 
comforted  ;  becaufe  for  want  of  timely  Thought  or 
**  Care,  their  Children  are  loft,  as  they  fuppofe,  when 

they  might  have  been  fav‘d.  And  what  then  can  be 
faid  of  fuch  a  dangerous  Attempt,  and  prefumptuous 
Experiment  as  this,  if  it  end  at  laft  in  Death  What 
V  Convullions  and  Agonies  muft  this  needs  bring  upon  a 
tender  Parent  ?  Yea,  what  Madnefs  and  Diftradion  ? 
**  Nor  will  Confcience  be  filent  at  this  fad  Jundure,  but 
**  help  to  encreafe  more  and  more  the  Load  of  Sorrow, 
And  fliall  I  run  the  rifque  of  fo  unwieldy  a  PrelTure,  fo 
**  infupportable  a  Mifery,  to  avoid  the  Stroke  of  a  com- 
**  mon  Sicknefs,  of  a  light  and  tolerable  Afiiidion,  in 
comparifon  ?  On  the  other  hand,  fhould  I  fucceed  in 
my  Defign,  and  get  over  this  one.  Danger,  are  there  no 
**  others  as  formidable  left  behind  Am  I  abfolutely 
‘‘  fure  that  file  will  never  be  vifited  with  the  fame  again  ? 

Am  I  fure,  that  this  will  be  a  means  of  prolonging  her 
tt  Life  ?  Have  I  not  reafon  rather  to  dread  that  it  may 
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“  provoke  the  Divine  Juaiceto  (lioaen  her  Days,  to  bring 
“  upon  her  fome  other  grievous  Diftemper,  that  may  cut 
“  off  the  Thread  of  Life,  and  not  fuffer  her  to  arrive  at 
“  the  Age  that  God  and  Nature  defign’d  her  for?  For  can 
»  I  produce  any  Warrant,  Right  or  Authority  from  the 
“  Word  of  God,  or  the  Light  of  Reaibn,  for  bunging  a 
killing  Difeafe  upon  my  own  Child  ?  If  not,  can  I  ex-» 

•  pea  that  fuch  a  daring  Prefumption  fliotdd  go  unpu- 
‘  niOi’d  »  Suppofe  the  very  beft,  that  my  Child  s  Life  be 
prolong’d  by  this  means  ;  do  I  know  whether  fuch  a 
Prolongation  will  prove  a  Bleffing  or  a  Curfe  to  me  j 
whether  ari  Advantage  or  a  Detriment  to  her  .  lough 
to  confider  likewife,  that  it  may  be  dangerous,  intone 
fenfe,  to  fucceed  in  this  Attempt  The  Succefs  will  , 
••  probably  blind  my  Eyes,  and  hinder  me  from  feeing 
«  the  Guilt  of  the  FaA,  and  confequently  be  a  Bar  to 
Repentance,  and  expofe  me  to  the  Danger  of  living 
••  and  dving  in  a  grievous  Sin.  Upon  the  whole,  may  I 
«  not  properly  apply  on  this  occafion  thofe  Words  of  our 
“  He  that  feeketh  Life, /hall 

“  lofeth  a  Life  (or  is  willing  to  lofe  it)  for  my  fake,  or  be- 
«  caufe  he  will  not  adk  contrary  to  my  Precepts,  the 
“  fame  fhall  fave  it  ?  TheTe  Confiderations  I  think,  are 
“  abundantly  fufficient  to  determine  my  Choice.  And 
“  why  then  lliould  I  helitate  any  longer  ?  No  ;  let  my 
Child  fall  into  the  hands  of  God,  and  not  into  the  hands  qf 
Man ;  Til  neither  prefume,  nor  defpair  of  his  Mercy  ^ 
**  ril  neither  diftruft,  nSr  tempt  his  Providence.  And 
may  every  Parent  refolve  and  ad  the  fame.  Amen. 

FI  N  I  S.  _ 
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